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DAG Partition Algorithm for Hardware Accelerated Function Verification
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Abstract: Functional verification is a basic step in VLSI design. With the popularity and development of VLSI, the feasibility and
efficiency of functional verification of the whole circuit on a single processor are greatly deficient. The functional verification based on
hardware accelerator divides the whole circuit into several smaller sub circuits. When the parallelism of circuit partitioning is better, the
time cycle of function verification can be accelerated. Similar to other partitioning problems in circuit design, the circuit partitioning
problem for hardware accelerated function verification can be abstracted into graph partitioning problem. In order to meet the requirements
of hardware accelerated functional verification, an effective algorithm based on traditional multi-level graph partition strategy is proposed.
The algorithm combines the idea of scheduling, and uses the critical path information and timing information of the circuit. The problem
of hardware accelerated function verification is transformed into the problem of multi-level partition of directed acyclic graph. The
experimental results of random circuit netlist data show that the proposed algorithm can effectively reduce the critical path length and does
not cause the growth and deterioration of the number of cut edges.

Key words: very large scale integration (VLSI); hardware accelerated functional verification; directed acyclic graph (DAG); multi-level

graph partition; critical path.
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WIRAT Z A0 ] S5 AR UL AC T AU EAT UL AL, Wi BAT IS rankDown (B TH s EAT VL C.

T rankDown SRWE [P35 K IUALIEFCAE S 3% BT S, rankDown {E I3 (W) 4603 AR VS G371, & S [ fp L
FC U i) J7 1, 0 LA 2 4 3 o R B R AT B I R o) 3122, () I 4] BT 3K P A T 9 i A2 70 T A B UL £ 23 1) A
ARG I BB KRR WA T A B 1 S0 5 (R B DG S B A R 1), KB r T R BE R A% EIW vl fig
PETE . S I T 118 UG P P s J5 K1) 43 BRI 1 D), AT B e (R A DGR BR AR AN B D, LR AR IR B2 11
HATYE. R, BT AR (R SE 3. A SRAEAE 22 A T0 ] LA i A D M T RUEEAT VRS, H% rankDown fEHEL
AT R 2 55 2 DERE R TR RIS, 58 2 A0S B AT AH R IR rankDown AH, WU 515 BAGIR TH i 3047 DL .

H T TR rankDown AHA rankUp {8 2 & AR T M PER A DAG (96 e B, DA A 5k 1wy i )T
P A X b A FI T0 R ¥ rankDown AEAE A 46 38 U7 1] 3 51 FITIC E PR 52 M R . AEAR SCRE S0, R I BORER &
A S P A e J PR DR RO B 2. e I LA B BN

(1) $& BT KL rankDown {35 38 (1) WU 46 36 A DL T 7 41, 38R DL IC Tl /R o A DL IE Tl 5

(2) AT ik 1) BEATL DG FC A 2 Bl o A AR TR EASE =X, 4 32 T A T T 53 5

(3) AR T R UT P 45 SRS T — R AL I 45 4 I 4R Tt U LA B rankDown {H AN rankUp {H M) 25 58T
33 BAELR

ARSI 3 1) 22 4R o3 SR B AT AN N . FEAR SCR IS SRk b, B SR AL 45 iR B Convert () 4 10, i T 2 S 4
data ¥4 ALY DAG 2 graph, JCATUGTAAL A T0 s 2 8] (R I S8, 046 mORLA TR 15 6 1) b PRI A8 5 P
R 191 &l graph (¥ HLES 745 R 4 8546 U8 5 M AN TRUSUY rankDown 1 rank U p {5 1., ok SR 4AG 103411
K BRARAE I parh (e) P4 Jai s B8 4% minPath , 5 J5 A AR B SETIAAL W (e) B ) 4R 1AL, AT4F 4% 3 H AU 56
SR R AR ABUR, AL BL, SEAEH] S electS ortKeysIne () B EUR I TR rank Down {5 B VS H AL B A5 UL BT
FIBAF perm , 3 [ A5 UCHC P 5156 45 TERC T A3 AT 3 T rankDown S0 C503k iR T IS RCA 28 Match_rankdown (), #4
1E UL 45 5 match 348 H U pdateRankAndWeight () B ECIEATHLAL B (0 5048 5558, 1548 H CreateCoarseGraph ()
BRI R 3P A SR A L 8 ) 1 B 50 AR LA L R TR SR % /0 5 T 4K 80 e/ IR RELAL B 4R AT 1D 4R K1) 4
Ini2WayPartition () , 1 F1 35 A =43 J7 B f ML AL B R 73 58 4 e 20 X B0 5 70 20 4 B BOATE ) 14 2 1 8 Sk
Refine2Way () XF 43 X 1 S B TS 004 T R 28, H 42 P [E] R 4R B . e 8 0R B 5575 B %Il 4 45 3R partition .

BOK 1 DIOGBEEARN H AR 2 R 2 515,

BN HL W R B data;
HrH: R85 partition.
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AT KA 50 AR Aok 3 SLB0E 19 21 69 DAG X9 H ik 3243

1. 45# graph, TS AES P, 15 WIS E, F5U7 W TS T3 perm, 43 X 45 %, partition, VCECIRES match, ¥4 EL I
COARSEN _FRACTION,

2. graph = Convert(data) ; /¥ W FEHAREFEAL A TR DAG HH

3.forpin P

4. rankDown(p) = max ,cinpurs(p)(rankDown (p;) + Wa(p:) + W, (pi» P))) ;

5. rankUp(p) = MaX coutputs(p) (rankUp (p_,) + W, (pj) +W, ((pj, p))) ;

6. forein E

7. path(e) = rankDown (source(e)) + W, (e) + rankU p (sink (e)) ;

8.  minPath = min(path(e) ,minPath);

9.forein £

10.  W(e) = path(e) — minPath ;

11.  perm = SelectS ortKeysInc(); //¥:J 3 435 VG g I0 &5 U5 9] 5> 471

12. while graph — nvetex < COARSEN_FRACTION : //T0i fi B0 /2 % /s

13.  match = Match_rankdown (graph) ; //{{i FH VCHCAR 5

14.  UpdateRankAndWeight (graph); // 35 HBUEFN rank A

15.  graph = CreateCoarseGraph(graph, match) ;//¥Ji& T — kAL

16. end while

17. partition = Init2WayPartition(graph); HATEEXI 5>

18. partition = Refine2Way (graph) ; /4144 T35k, WHE 4 IX 25 B

34 TFEEH
B 0T R A o T T B B PRI K1) 4 1) R, A SCAN B FE LA D Kl 43 4 SR A OB AR B D R o E RS A . A
YRR RIS B RRE R FZEVPAL 0 5L, LLRIAY 5 77 A2 R DL B E R il B VP Ad o8 8, A e SN T
fl= max {path(e)} (3)

o, E FonAT I BB GG 1038265, path(e) AT (5) & INEEH il e AR SE, X RIHE M HK
HAR A LN 2 BRI 3 IR VDI 5 N 23 DXTRBE S I A Ly s 70X i Aoy IX j 22 (6] (A 17 DIA 2

4 SKRRUARERSH

4.1 MR BHRFUNIA IR

ASCH DA A FETE S CHb AT 923, A0 KK T A SE3 3 TE 404 2.5 GHz 1) Intel(R) Xeon(R) Gold
5118 4bERZY, WAE N 264 GB, #:4E R 400 Ubuntu RSS2 FEE T HEAT MG Oh 7 /X0 G ik g 5250 A 25 SR 145
SRYE, A SCK Al GNL BEHL I 2R 4 5 T H (B 77 WAL https://users.elis.ugent.be/~dstrooba/gnl/) A 55 i Bl A1 Ho, 4 k)
TR A SRR B, M EHE 4 gnl100w, gnl200w, gnl500w Bi B WL 1, HrP et B A2 K8 ol DAG il 44
R K B AR K

GNL & — Pl A= Bl 48 f PSR ME F B 11 T GNL (B AR 2 56 T B B T 1 3 2R 28, i (R )
B T RS P A e T 3 A4 ol s 2 ) L 6 [) A e P 2 A0 — 5 1 L B A B ), v DU T AT 1 B
TR, F AT LAZE AR e/ f plaet R rp P b L K R A I B Hh 1 GINIL 2B Bl T L 2 1 330 JE SR 1 30 AR B £
J e £ HL R P, 5 L A S R B o 3 500 T 2550 3R A1, by 77 48 v REATL PP 0 S0l 1 A sk 28, AT I 77—
FhFEE T % %07 6 GNL T HA B 224 /IN U L 45 190 2 5102 J s R B 11 1o e 300, AR v ) 2 508l 2
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3244 HAFFIR 2022 FF 33 5% 9 &

B R, 45 GNL T H AL R BEAL R4 2 Hdi i, AP A s B0 0 i A\ i b S 1 22 T TR 5 20 K A I S e 4 Bl
R BT 1) JOIA P, B35 A7 i PR JE PR PEACRS T GNL 2 b R K JE A

R 1 MAERE ]

EiSE S R Uk KRB AR K
gnl100w 1048143 2491103 292
gnl200w 2080655 4996669 391
gnl500w 5300002 12485557 586

42 BEREWEN

KT O T AR ORI SR A, S METIS R4 59k A T A Ak 5 30 RASUTol Add 242 S35 W5 1) METIS 5.
7% (METIS only with preprocessing edge-weigh, METISPW). %54 rankDown ¥4k 5 W F1 LA T Ak HE 55 W% 1)
METIS %% (METIS with rankdown-coarsen and preprocessing edge-weigh, METISRP) A &% hMETIS 4§ £ Fi 4yt
177 —RA KI5y 528, Horh hMETIS Sk P2 36 18 B 22 G B R4 5008, 036 A il v KBS RIOMT 45 A
W5 G5 N T 37 5 AN SO AR BEAT R 20 B K A 5, 20, 50, 100, 200 BRI 2008, 038 22 v BT 34 630 BRI 1
B AR K E A SRR AT I TRV g S 48 L. 36 2 1) path —AAE SO AR KB, cut — 40 % V)L %L, time —
FEd g FEAT IR A], Total —AT 274 N AR BN, Average —4T R 87 METIS Sk 75 5 i) Jkaitt I, HAR
HR Z AR SA TR ARAL CEBAL) L. 3% HLIEAT R 43 S0 10 B35 S AR T A T TRAL 25 6) O 5 % A2 BURK 1)
TR, BIAE AT X SeBVE R 43 2 B, 43 002 5 B e e i N BT AT A TR TRAR B, BE BT A. R 28 2.3 56 K1l 43 il
AT T A, 32 H R A3 S LA D O B AR A B A R R 43 B b T SRR 43 DX 2 I e 95 4 3 B . BT, A S
T METIS HEAT Sk i 572 SR s BB E AR METIS J5Uf 5 57 3 B by O T 3 A ook 2 0 X &85 SR S i k1 K RE )
K53 H AR, A LRS00 45 R AE METIS BRI IR T 0 0.03 BI4cE T HEAT A SEE, RIA S50 1R 4 5 SR AK
IHPRFE T R34 1
421 SRR

AR IC I DX A, DT TR R A B A 2 AR Ak 4 P R B AR AT 45 R A R, FRICT 8 S B AR K
FERT- 3 U0 A Ay S0 5 SRR AT BVERT L. 38 2 A AR SO R) SR W Kl 4 B0 AR 7] Bl %o i 560 50 4 10 AR 45
R, IS R VIR k5 40 TRINRKI 43 J5 IR OCBEBR AR A . AR 2 ISR 25 ST DU th, 2 M R AN v e 4
Ho o SERN S 2 J5 10 S e 42K BE R JEL 06 TR AT B 14 n. METISPW 53R 4) J5 16 C 4 i 42 K BEAR L T METIS 8
EE B E >, BU) U B TS 0. 4 A 2RI Ak BE SR R SOk R 4K SR I () METISRP Rk 8%
METISPW EEMIRI G 1A 13— 4T, B4R METISRP 503 (1) 5206 45 3 R4 5L T- METISPW 3%, {2
s& METISRP SL00F % H0d S 2EAT R 23 J5 101 150 50 B B 42 K B2 /N T METISPW 573%, METISPW L3548 i 4h
METIS X735 R 1)~ 5 B B AR LA IR FE D 15% 7645, METISRP S0 1)~ 3 0 B AR K BEARAL IR B 2 17% 72
A AR T AL AT AL B S RN B3k KL AL SRS (0 N, METISRP 50351 METISPW 403 7= A4: i U1 L AR ¢ T
METISPW L35 ({1 43 45 B 5L 0L 7 3098 i B K 34, METISRP S92 METISPW S35 (11 #8110 Bk Kl 34
1E 9% ZiAi.

F 2 FFEIFERER T hMETIS (580 45 0. B 74600 KBRS 5 I se a6 45 RS 45+ hMETIS 513%, 2 4%
531 3L T, METISRP 53 f1 METISPW S (¥4 43 25 R 300 T hMETIS 503k, S 5% 5092 ¥ 3 4 4R AT I (1]
METISRP 528 J5i4h METIS ST AN T 4E97 rankDown R rankU p A BRI s £ W38 (KIS 1) T4, AT B 1A]
PCFRISER T 15% AiAq. iEr %o [RIRE T BAR AR AR 43 o3 4, e T4 R R PRl RN 56 1 I 1oyl 4 = sk EK 11
i) 44, hMETIS [3AT I ) & METIS £ METISRP 5031 150 £ 7547, % hMETIS 3%, METISRP 1%
il o3 &5 SR (1 G AR A S S /N, IR ) B it B /S, B AT B )R B2 D

DL b sz 4 B B, A4S T METIS Son 4 N B HEAT A UG BETE it METISPW 32, Hsigh g5 4L Y
METIS Sk A L sz it 48 B A 0 SR T, IF HE A rankDown FHAL S 08 J5 FE B METISRP 7325 11145 35 3 S
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AT KA 50 BRAF Aok 3 SLB0E 19 21 49 DAG X9 Hik 3245

B T EVFRT. v] WL TIA S A DGR AR A RN A5 B RN A B vy T BEO0) R A4 ) R
FRBE, TERE AR K 53 B BORT 40 A B B mT LA A AT e R B DDA RN HEAT 43 DX 30 5 TR IR RS B TR 2, AT
R T RIS G R B AR R RE . Sk (R A SRV B T A% 4 DG A U 1) TR R RE AL, A T3 A ) rank Down
15 DAV i 751 T R S I 1) AR 2R (14 I 45 ) 1IN P 0 6 o503t i 1) T Rl SRS 45 9 T A I 25 B TR A1)
M), B2 U 45 P BE R FL 2 DE TR 2 SR PR T MEAT ST, SE A 1R 1 32 0T O B B A28 A L PR T i X 1A T
A, FE— Dk TSk HL R T ] R 00 R IR, 5 AR SRR L, SO JE R AR R LA B B /D ) DG s A
JE, AF AL G810 2 9 BRI 0 B TR BE e 00 B4 T 4T, RIS, AR SCHRE (W SRS 183 B 8 3 43 DX 32 5 T s 11
A, BRI A B S 18 i) 43 &5 SR R D12 B, 1320 1~ 380 K 4k e AR R AR S [ P9, AR TIE T 75 TR B I AN 23 BRI R D) 30 80
AT NI 22 (10 T8 A o S AT Ak S5 W% DXV A A A2 A 4D 5 383, 1T e P R SRS A T a5 B (1 e 31 1)
W7, PR SR I AN S B9 METIS 5509 A 32 AN B) 52 2% 52, DRLIGAE METIS S0924H Lt METISRP Sk (AT I 1] IF
AR AW B AR

®2 LR
METIS METISPW METISRP hMETIS
Dataset  Part - - - -
path  cut (k) time (s) path  cut (k) time (s) path  cut(k) time (s) path  cut(k) time (s)
5 683 212 34 677 227 3.9 785 223 3.9 638 233 425
20 845 314 5.4 749 333 6.4 664 337 6.8 819 353 610
gnll00w 50 1077 395 6.2 858 431 7.1 840 424 7.5 966 449 772
100 1065 463 6.8 969 510 7.9 910 503 8.1 1080 526 1008
200 1195 524 9.0 977 575 9.0 990 577 9.2 1138 607 1365
5 764 431 7.5 603 431 8.5 650 439 8.6 665 443 1214

20 1065 629 12.0 869 685 133 831 686 14.2 816 671 1922

2nl200w 50 1233 740 13.0 976 802 15.4 944 811 16.8 1124 835 2152

100 1261 842 143 1068 947 17.4 1033 926 18.0 1094 964 2580

200 1270 944 16.1 1165 1071 19.2 1121 1096 20.3 1204 1115 3286

5 1245 1064 232 783 1098 252 784 1113 25.7 965 1119 3490

20 1293 1592 339 1057 1745 354 1108 1791 36.5 1257 1750 4163

gnl500w 50 1398 1895 38.6 1305 2076 40.3 1109 2095 42.5 1474 2129 4894
100 1495 2109 432 1208 2299 47.9 1143 2290 48.7 1667 2391 6326

200 1439 2257 442 1381 2492 51.5 1301 2500 52.6 1705 2624 7622

Total 17328 14411 277 14645 15722 308 14213 15811 319 16612 16209 41829
Average (%) 100 100 100 85 108.5 113 83 108.8 117 95 118.6 14922

H2 T2 BRI BRI R I, RI2 SR IR 23 45 BRSO B, BURLAL i, BIas Xl oy Fnan 46 s
VLA BEMLIGEBE U5 1) TR (R34, 22 2RI 43 B0 R 43 5 S 70 A B VS ] S I35 (R I S5 KA L e AN e — .
PREF =TI AR IE R, TR R LR 00 7 BN R o3 SR 4 o TAAL Y B0 st & I E A 78 20 BRAR R 4 s i DL B2 b
PRl 2% 5 1) R ox 3 BOAR SCER H SR IR R 43 25 SR AR B, BRI 3 5 A0 OGS R AR K R LI I R I I 5.
R [27] 2 T fR WRRR A e R o T s D AN 78 40 T 380K 43 B B PR A 000, 6 T de R A L e A 42 tH brotherly
matching #:3X, adoption matching 13 Fl community matching A& 2C R $2 TS ITRCCR, ik ML . 5
METIS HIEHN hMETIS SR S50 45 30 L, AT PSS IE A SCHR S0 A 2. 7 DA R A 1K o 28840 H
Fr R 53 1) /L, ASCHE I 3 SARAT 2 A3
422 SRRERENE

TERI 53 S8 TP AETE VT 20 TN 1 S5 s A 05 R AR R 2 &5 R, 0 SR R 2 ) BSTRIAE, 23 DX 4, TS SG B A A R I
T 10320 PR AR A DA R st BRI A . ) T BRSUAE — L8 K1) 43 DR 35 R AR AR AN AR SCHR H B 70 ] A4 AR Rl oy
SE AR, A AT T 53 R B FFI DA CE A R %050 S5 5. 5 R T eI R A Soph R 35— 52
IR, AN 7] B Rl o3 o0t ] — s & gnl100w Kl 43 )5 R G B R AR A BE RS89 D IR . 6 6 JR R T 7R DI BE A
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3246 WA IR 2022 5 33 K% 9 MY

bR 2 — e i, B R AE gnlS00w RIlo3 J& 1) SRR B A2 A BE (K P340k A IR 2. B 5 RTE] 6 o 1) s i &5 SR 3 A
METIS Sk R 43 25 X b, L S v LG H, XA WA 543 X %, METISPW 3261 METISRP 1%
Rl 53 J5 R P AR A FE IR P89 D R BE AR b e AR E EREAE 10% ZoA; I 6 T LU B, ST AR % 43 43 X 4,
METISPW £ F1 METISRP 5311 73 i 00 B e A28 4 8 11 T 22 gl W 5 0 v AR ERRAE 15%~18% JE I . 1
hMETIS HiEXTHHE 4 gnl100w FIEHEER gnl500w EATKRI 5015 21 SE 30 45 WA ZE 8K, KL S AT LG Hi, hMETIS
SR 3 i 1R SR e A2 K 1~ Y W P ANAE 3%~4% 22473 ML 6 T4, 85 Bl 4 enl500w HEAT R0 IR,
hMETIS SEKI 43 5 IR DS B A2 K SO B S K R IS O, T 380k D B2 R —2% Ao B, BUAR - AR Sk
560 1 B0 4 10 A ORI B8 A B0 T 4, AR 2 B BRI (K3 K, AR SCHE HH ) METISRP SLyEAN BEAT 208D %
AR K BE I ECRIE DI AN B IUEAR S B0, (793R GRG0 45 21

w
(=}
T

R Ao

N3
(=}
T

Ju—
S
T

REEFAT KD TERE (%)

0
=10
o .
METISPW METISRP hMETIS METISPW METISRP hMETIS
Rl oy BiE oy Fik

K5 23 DX, o Edia 4R gnl100w Fr) 37 45 53 K6 73 XEANRIN, X 4R gnlS00w Hk 7y &5 53

TE TR A 0 25 06 Kl 4 4 R PR 5 v, D) B A R 7 T A [R] 43 DX TR A7 7 AR G 3R AT 5 N PP LA It
S, WD, TR B R rp 2 DX RDSE AR A QAN RO, TR 43 5 DR B AR 8 ) T SRR T D0 A
18, FTLAAR R IR TE B & S BN R RIRI 45 5L B 7 R T 240 XU 52 24 200, Y134 FIRUEEAE AR [ B, %A
F B gnlS00w K143 5 B A2 K B s IR S . NI 7 WL Y, AR B BRI D) B )5, METISRP
LN METISPW S04 43 5 (10 D S ER R K B LTS8 REORHE 6%~16% i A [ 24/, 1 >4 VI A B (B AN [R] i,
hMETTIS H92: (1) 51256 45 FL s B oA W, I FH B 7 DGk B 4K B O 3 I s . A LA s & S m] i, 2 e
K123 IR AR I, A SCHE Y ) METISRP 8032 1] — B AR FFAS SOGB4 K 8 1) R, SR 5 SRR LAt K1) 2y 5092
EpEE s R,

20

—_
S
T

(=}

RAERR AR KSR (%)
|
S

|
34
(=}
T

METISPW  METISRP hMETIS
e

7 UNABCEA R, X Hi 2 gnlS00w K17 4521
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A RAF 5 BRAF Anik 2 G B0E 19 2149 DAG X4k 3247

5 Z5RiB

Sy T g VLS ATUSRE A 035 il 560 00 (K3 1 R, 4613t A S U O A RSB AR 3 1 I B D7) a0 0 34
(K)VE REGIBE, ASSCHRE Y —Foffy 20 EL B8 1 B R 20 B0, i R TR S0 2 R IR R 7 KO 4 15 1 BEJUAE, %) DAG
R REA TR 7). AT S0 T DAIE A2 ST AE AT Rk D BUL IR P 1 [ N D R 2 /Mg i, A2 B eAe
(KT 0L, 98> T AN EEGNFEAF I AE, [N 4ERF 720 DA RN BHIR G 38 ASOR — 22 AT R R R 2
3 A S IR TSE AR A 3 e AR R 17 il — DA SR BE R AR TR A, JFERTT LD BERAIE N 18 22 BT 240 3R 1)
7, A SR 2 ) FEZ R L TR .

Bt sk, BATE AT AR SR AE s L B 4 R RS R R R
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