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Abstract: In an XML database, finding all occurrences of a twig pattern is a core operation for XML query
processing. In the past few years, many algorithms, such as Holistic Twig and TJFast, were proposed in the
literatures. However, these algorithms are based on merging, with high computational cost. Recently Twig2Stack
algorithm and TwigList algorithm are proposed to resolve this problem, but they are very complex. Aim at this
problem, this paper considers the characteristic that most path expressions have only a few output nodes, and
proposes two new algorithms without merging, named TwigNM and TwigNME, which use only a few stacks.
Finally, the experimental results show that these algorithms are superior to the previous algorithms, especially for
only ancestor-descendant relationship in XPath.

Key words: twig pattern matching; merging; main path; main node; predicate node

W OE: £ XML $3EEF EBEXERRZ XML S0 326945 S8 LS ARAR C3R %5 S Ak 4o
Holistic Twig #= TIFast x5 A M CATHR R L T )2 549, 28 1R 5 69+ AR .42 1 9 Twig2Stack F= TwigList 5
EEBARTIALRE —E (o kb F AR A — R LERFE R TEFTENERAXT AR VHIUN 4 5 R RL
B 4k X —4F B R T TiwgNM FiE A 5 & Ak TiwgNME Bk Ba R E a5 AR A T U #akk £,
FI4E R AR X FRAR T AR Fok L L RAT &) F RA LB B X F e RA K 28 K.

KR DBAEXN R )3, 2R, 2 4 BRI 4R

HEESES: TP301 XHRARIZAD: A

BfizE XML RV & XML (1 B0 5 B A o) 2 20 i) 5 |2 T AR 22 22 5 IR )2 SR il 20 2 4 3k 1)
MR AR XML SCRYIN, S E R AR EENE R Ty — o ® Rk M T HE A EREL M
MPMGJINM EE-Jion/EA-Jiont? 4 (H T AT 8 7 42 471 i 41 26 IR 45 7 A K1) o ) 45 1L SCRR 3Tt 77— Fh o T

« Supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China under Grant No0.70471003 ([ 5% 44k Bl243E4x); the Research
Foundation for the Doctoral Program of the Ministry of Education of China under Grant N0.20050108004 (7 %5 2 £ {8 - 22 Bl i & Wik}
WFHE4x)

Received 2007-07-22; Accepted 2008-02-04

© HEEREETOR

http:// www. jos. org. cn



796 Journal of Software #4+3 4% Vol.20, No.4, April 2009

Fe 1 575 Stack-Tree, SCHR[4]32 B T — P36 T X 35kl 43 11 &5 14 3% 82 5775 Range Partitioning Jion, ix 8455 75 #8 f& s
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G R I 2 X R AR T TiwgNM 8092 DU P g 80925 TiwgNME 8032, B AN 75 B3 JF, S 17 5 78
TreeBank Arifl SCRYEEFIAE B ) XMark SCRYEE FIEAT 7 R s i 5236 5 AT 5 7% 5 dL B 5070 TwigStack LA
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Fig.1 An XML document tree and a query tree
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1.1 ZE4meY

BT XML SRS B R gm s 75 28, 1T LA 43 2k 1 K208 i T DX 1) 11 4 i R 356 1 386 428 1) e ) - DX T PR g 2
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FH XML SCRY PR 22 45 00, 25 N SCRS AR 46 s TR LR T RE BIA AN B AR ARG R 45 mU T — AN gn . T2 32 H I dm il
75 % R EAFEN gAML g ntt, X b (region) 4 i3 AT — XU 4 AT (PBiTree encoding)e14%.
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H Do, AT 2R 7R BT #2730 (1) FR G T 120 (11); 00 A2 F H 45 0.
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75T ERVCEL S —ANBRE f:Ng— Ny, I LI 2

(1) PRERGE 2RI B Vv eNg:lab(v)=lab(f(v));

(2) PRFFILIER MIVV,UeN, 25 (U V)% 70, UIAE T o f(v) A& f(u) %145 05,25 (uv) 2 A3, U 7E T o

f(v) 2 f(u) AR 45 .

KT T —ANICH e e 78 Q I —ANILRC P AR e 3 L T QIB A A AWML R EWLT QHZ
5 oq BBUAH R G 2 AR & 4 G 18 1 /s R 25 ) Q s 2 I DL R 45 2 {cy,ca,053
1.3 #EXBIHSFIE X

FEX 4 fEEEW Q b ML s B4 H 45 s AL 4 B AR AR R 32 B 42 48 2 45 1 I 4 s, o Al 3 45 i AN
T A LA A ] 45

WA Q PRE—-AMBL SN Q PRE L& EHRAE LW AR L(b)F 7 I 2 i T X B (1 % ik X
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(3) #HE Q H Vp AR 145 51, UV Ve child(V,):Vi I 45 i A 47 FLE, start< B, start< E, .end;
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PRI I 45 05 Ve I T, A5, H. cy.start<dy.start<cy.end, [T LU I U 1 45 50 Ve AR AT 7R 11

EX 7. AT 455 VOl L LU & AR I R A 45 S VB Y
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(2) 76 Q " Ve AMT45 55,
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@ VYV,epchild(Vy):V, 1510 45 s 9 fE;
@ VVgedchild(V):Vy 145 S AT &,

BB W Q & 1(b) T, 7E Q 1 child(Ve)={Va}.pchild(V)={V}.dchild(Ve) 45 .Q & 4 s ARZ 7 in 14 2
IR T, AN, Ve (R8T 45 00 Vg R 7 45 0, T LATH 1 465 05 Vg 2 A7 0. 55 B 3 AN T I LI Ve it T 45 i
AL LT, A% H cpstart<dy.start<cy.end, JiT LU I 45 21 Ve 2 A5 RE10.

SIEE 1. ANV AT RN E, —E L TV IR AR Q.

Y5 5 45 a5 Viedescendant(V)(1<i<n), & V A&, tha 3 ATALLL VAR T &R Qy A SCRYM T 1 It
i — 2 2 — AN BE DR R 45 s S S ORI DG R B W it ph e S 6 AN 7 )AL X - R Sk e SR AL R
JCAl(Ev, By Ey, .oy By )IEAE Qu I —NULHEL BT L Ey i AL Qu.
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—»|a b, [P] C1 //\\
B
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To Sa Sc D
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Fig.2 Tag streamings and stacks Fig.3 A query tree Qs
K2 BRaGURIES Rtk Kl 3 A Qg

2 —iETA VRAR R LB R L TwigNM

TR ) B AR 2% 18 B SE B /D AR A 1 Il A DB UAS & RO S i, HAE 2 B LT A
BESR AN 5 5 SR IR T S AN S A5 R T AN TR ESR TR L Q UGG LA, T R
IBLEREAE L 45 A Y R ICR G R AZSE N R B4 Ve @RS, AR T, RN I 45
ROV LR T, MR IR AR AL R FIE P A VIR T A RV BBV R
RN AT, kTR AR RELIE S, P IT R BE A A,

2.1 TwigNME:%
E% 1. TwigNM(Q,T).
BB QA n AN RI{ro,VaVa,... Vo b B rg WART i Q o &4 mionf MR AR2E L I 4R &
{TET. % T
AL Q IR R4 ey,
while (—empty(og)) do 125 L 45 R S 5 78 5 ORI TR BR B AR AN A 22 I AT TR B

Vi=TwigNM_getnext(rg); /3318 ViORF Y K 45 04
if (Vi is not rg) then cleanStack( S eny,) »Vi);

clearStack(S,, ,Vi);
moveToStack(Vy, S, ); /1 Vi itk

1.

2

3

4. if (Vkisrqor S .y, Isnotempty)then
5

6

7 if (Vi is 0g) then
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8. output(Vy); 11t i A2 /N R RBE IR JC 3R A R
9. pop(Sy, )i 13 S, MG

10. proceed(T, ); HEL 5V R E G

11. end while

Function empty (V)  //24 V) B 5 5 45 sl bR 280000 25 1, iR (5] TRUE, 75 I3 (5] FALSE

1. if (3Vjedescendant(V)): T, is empty) then return TRUE;

2. else return FALSE;

Procedure moveToStack(Vy, S, )

1. push(E, )tostack S, IE, A& RV R k4 ROGH

Procedure clearStack( S, ,Vy)

1. while (S, isnotempty)A(E.end<E, .start))do  //E NS, MIFTITTH

2. pop(Sv)

vk 1 TwigNM ST 0 5705 5 2 A7 3R I M 1 S 45 15 Vi 38 3 A7 RIS 5 17 BIKE S paney A1
Sy, A B, AHJE I 76 255 A B0 30 6 AT IR HE S e,y P AL B TE 55 4100 B, FHR. S0 8 47 4 9 17 2
HEWE L AT R S LB 10 AT VIR S B S0 proceed (Vi) BR UK Vi oS I AR A8 LR £ J5
Bal 510 N — Ao E L A PATIE S H KW Q M og BAK T K.

H3% 2. TwigNM_getnext(V)).

BNV IV B Q 4 R

WA R 4 R

1. if (V,is leaf node) then return (V,); 1A 2 R (A

2. if (Vyis not og) then 1175 F& 2 i H 45 ;A — € 145 R

3. Vg=dchild(Vy); HPE B BV I 745 0

4. g=TwigNM_getnext(Vy);

5. if (g'=Vy) then return g;

6. while (—empty(V,)) do

7. for node V; in pchildren(Vy) IR EBRAT LA AR AT b8 T 45 05

8. gi=TwigNM_getnextp(Vy); A RFIEIA L A g

9. Vima=maxarg(Vjechild(Vy)); IImaxarg R 0R P15 B bR 283 Sk oo & start B IR 145 4
10. Vimin=minarg(V;echild(Vy)); Hminarg bR AR 16 AR 40 P Sk 6 3% start (B 5 /N 46
11. while (E, .end<E, start) doproceed(T, );  /BEid{H45 s A IIICER

12. if (B, .start<E, .start) then return (Vy);

13. if (E,, start<E, .start) then return Vg;

14. for (VVjepchild(Vy): EVJ_ start< E, .start) while ( EVJ_ start< E, .start) do proceed(Tvj );

15. end while

16. return Vg I empty (ViR [F] TRUE, W Vs AN R REFFAT S8, SEVEIR [ I FE A 45 130 Vg

B 2 SR I T 5 L AT T4 A VR AT T R T SR ] 5 45 2~5 47
U Ve 0BT PR 6 A0 4 AR T R T IR 47 R FLAE 244510 Vi 05 R 46 4050 6-14 17 A2
U VT T 2T IR IV BT P TR R 5 30D 58 7 A7 50 8 AT VST VBT A A
IRV 45 4050 10 47+ 35 12 A7 A FIIE V3 VVicechild(Vo R 7 AL 4 FF E,, start< E,start< E,, .end, #4 AL,
WS ]V 75 00, B S R VS 46 0 T, 100 %, BB 6, stant< B, start. 5 18 1745 Vae dehild(Ve) i &2 4
PF E,, Start< E, .start IR 1% 55 50 Vi i W, BEWITE Ve FORE 40 00 A7 42— A6 400 VR A 47 R T8 1 4 40,0
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RS 14 4T BT AR EEA VASRE I AL 45 1 1) V) R0 GRS AT A ST I R0 A2 45 .
% 3. TwigNM_getnextp(V,).

HiAN VY,

ING J R Q rhild il 45 1%,

S TR I 45 £ Ve

1. if (V, is leaf node) then return V,

2. while (—empty(V,)) do

3 for all node V; in child(V,),0;=TwigNM_getnextp(V;);

4. Viax=maxarg(giechild(V,)); fImaxarg B Z0R [B]6F B bR 283 Sk Ju # start {E 5 K #4655

5. Vimin=minarg(giechild(V,)); /Iminarg BRI ECR [0 B AR Sk T6 5 start {8 s/ R 45 Rl

6 while (E, .end<E, .start)do proceed(T, );  //Bid il vy NAEA T H L A

7 if (E,, .end<E,  .start) then return V,; LI Vo 2H TR

8 for (VVjepchild(Vy): E,, start<E, .start) while ( E, start<E, .start) do proceed(TVj )

9. end while

10. return NULL 1145 empty(Vp)ik [l TRUE, U Vy KA 1A 5 g, SR [0 %

S 3 R IR AT FE IR 1 45 5 V. 28 L AT HIWT S5 1V 2 15 2 145 1 o, IR (0] & 10V AN 2, T o
2~9 fTHRFNGY RIS S PATER 3 AT)E .V, KT A& T4 mi i A e 6~8 1Tl V, XvVie

child(Vp) & i 2 4% 1 B, start< E, .start<E, .end, W2, MR [ Vi 5 0 755 8 47+, BRILAR AT Vi A
SRSV SRR T3 BAT I PR A1 Vo AT A G 1] 1 7S 1) XML SCRS I/ 8 X2 B, $09% TwigNM

PATREFE LT

IGIRS W 2 Fizs, AT IR W 4 s, 2 k4R ) 25 bR B0 K Sk o0 38 AN 4 AR IR TG 38 A6 58
2~5 20 T (LIRS [0 22 455 5 20 Te KRR EHR 145,

()
>

®

ai
az
az

Ta

ap
az

az

Ta

—| bs - - by -
by || 1 @ |2 || b ||
bs c —P ay bs & [ di || a
by C do [ & az b4 C3 da | 1] L
- S L . >
Ts Tc To Sa C Ta Ts Tc To Sa C
by - N Y
—»{ b, C (@) | & || b2 G
bs [ 2 —»—b ag a, bs c,
b o] [de] [H|-P{C] plool Lo lc [Pl L 0P|
Ts Te To Sa Sc Ta Ts Te To Sa Sc
by
) || b, c1
a bs [
as by c3 [—Pp d2 a | —pp| C3
—»> >
Ta Ts Tc To Sa Sc

Fig.4 An example of TwigNM algorithm
4 TwigNM 532 5z 4]

PAT G, AR AR RS ] 4 s,
(1) AT TwigNM_getnext J&,iR |9 aja; FA%;(2) #4047 TwigNM_getnext J5,iR Ml as,as HA%;(3) AT
TwigNM_getnext J&7 3% [2] ¢1 % tH ¢1;(4) AT TwigNM_getnext J& 32 [5] cp,a5 Hi AR, T H c2;(5) 44T TwigNM_getnext

Jei AR 17 g, fit cs.
IR A4S

AR ©4,Co,Co FILH T LUK I, A SLTRAN i SR T8 ] 45 0 1 16 P47 46 L T I 24 T ) D 2 I gt

AT R A AR AR

© HEEREETOR

http:// www. jos. org. cn



PR 5 —AF F AR )3 64 XML S BAR X T fe Bk 801

22 REZXETwigNME

TwigNM BEFEHAT 628 1 85, DA RE F 45 5 Ve B B BIEIATH 2 D TR %IE Ve 2T H
P RE A IXA WA SCAE TwigNM BEFRRE B4R T —Fr g A TwigNMESVE N AN S ik B T —4
PRI KRR — A AL EGY e, X R DU % B MR S 2 S a Y . BT e, X
TwigNME 55092 1) JEAR AN TV 40 4R % 550025 R S0 25 S nT LU H AT 280 T TwigNM A 8K 142 &
2.3 EFEaom
231 HEHIETE B

AR 51 1,573 2 9 BT I R I B 45 md VI N Sk e 3 By € 4E A Qu MILRL(EY, Ey, ..., B, ),
I vi(1<i<n) edescendant(V). [ It 4% Sy 71 JC 2B — 2 AR AE AN L Qu IIIULECH.

HISEIE 1AL AR T — A VBRI TTER ey, A TE S ey, THFE— D ICH LWL IE- 5 W KA ey

RPIEAHR U T AR IR ey EAFAEADILRM = (68 ) WL T EBEM

Ve, S AE AL K VT (VG R % B AR LA & ).y T TG AR A B A AN AR DG i
..... &) WAL T QFTLA AR B U — WAL T Q 1.
Bl 19 7R, e R 2 Q MIULHL (ay,by,Cq,01) 2 HY,Co AE T A2 Qc HIVLHL(Co,dp) 2 . X A 8y 55 cp i /2 4H 5
-JE DR AR R 25 55 e it — AN BT I UE A (8, by, €2, 00) ¥ A2 Q.
232 BHIEE LT

TwigNM B30 R A 5\ S, — AR TR, N A 45 s ST — MR R A = 45 Sk i KA Sl
T % G 0 AR I R /N BT DAL SR 1 25 () B 2 BE AR S R R 0L N R O(Jinput]), 2 9 [input] 28 7 i A bR 28 3t 1
KRR TWigNME Bl 8 7 7 — K Q I 45 sy R br &5 41 Extentive, (H B35 1 2 ) 52 2% B2
SEMAAR /N ] DL 2208 DR, 33 9 45035 (10 2% ) 52 2% B AH TR). 7 550025 TwigNME_getnextp(Vp) R ZE4k B — M v,
AY I SEHI (Ve Va,..., Vn):Viedescendand (V,) (0<i<n), H H. 23 Pl 80k B o AS 75 b6 52400 v 10 45 0 BT DL i B2
Ji 7 At &5 IR B A K /N IR M AR N DR Ik 7R SR PR A L T, TwigNME _getnextp(Vp) I HEE A2 K O(n),
TWigNME S 30 S5 A 09 O((d-1)n[Tol), Hotfrd S #5H0 Q ISR LTl 46 Q T £ 45 s %%
VAR B R 6T TwigNM S5k I 1) 52 24 B L TwigNME 1938 K AR % 507 E B 2| T th i K, %
input| ) 5 M A K.

3 SKWLARIMSH

31 RWEE

T VRO SR I PE e, RATIEAT T KB SEE T I SE R #8YE— 5 Intel(R) Core(TM)2 Duo CPU E4400 @
2.00 GHz,1.99GHZ,1G RAM,160G li#f [¥] PC Liz4T ik JZ #:4E R4t 2 Windows XP. A S A H C++4ifEiE &
SZHLT 4 RhAE 3k TwigStack, TwigList, TwigNM FI TwigNME. 2 Jit LAk $ T TwigStack F1 TwigList 535 kA1
1 BEVEEAT X b R R R TwigStack 03262 — i 28 1) 50 /N i A VT e A vk IR AR R PR T 2007 4R4R HL 1K
Twiglist 3% ) J 2 H R — b S8 (0 /0N Rl DG T A9 T30 e b A — 3 ) 8 B3 P 2 R e S I 4 A
A2 2 0 K00 A 2E s B XMark VR 2082 ) $di 4E - TreeBank™®) |- 3E 47 9. 2L i XMark %047 45 2 i
XMark SCRY AR s AL i, K/ 113MB, A 1 666 315 S In &5 b, i KIEE N 12, TreeBank Bl 4E (19 K/ K
82MB,H 2 437 666 > JG 7 4h i, 5 IR FE D 36. XMark i 82 AH % S SR BER /Iy, 25 i S Y th #%2 /b; TreeBank 45
P AR VR S JUAROR, 45 s R B AR 22 33k 1 /N B4R 4R (R RS 5 K A0 IR P N O 4 B EAT T A 94 5 AR
A 2 DG Fct 7 T (A 0 b )00 3R, 3K 7 L /) A A 2K A At R SC R[5, 130 0 A D 176 7 e R A AR 7D s 6 v 21 7 /N
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Table 1 Twig queries used for the experimental evaluation

R1 SRR B A

Name Dataset QueryTrees Result
XQ1 XMark /litem[//description//listitem//text//bold]//name 5353
XQ2 XMark /litem[//description//text//bold]//mailbox//mail//date 11585
XQ3 XMark IIsite[//regions//parlist//text//keyword]//closed_auction//date 9750
XQ4 XMark /lopen_auctions[//reserve]//bidder[//time]//personref 59 486
XQ5 XMark [Isite[//africa//shipping][//asia//mailbox][//europe//parlist]//text 105 114
TQ1  TreeBank  //S[//VP][//NP]//PP[//IN]//NP//VBN 5642
TQ2  TreeBank  //S[//VP][/INP]//VPIIPP[//IN]//INP//VBN 4790
TQ3  TreeBank  //S//VPI/PP[/INP//VBN]//IN 10 942
TQ4  TreeBank  //S//VP//PP[/INN][//NP[//CD]//VBN]/IN 3281

TQ5  TreeBank //EMPTY[//VP/IPP//NNP][//S[//PP//JI]/IVBN]//PP/INP// NONE_ 2278

32 XWERESH

545 H T 4 MEVELER 1 P A A AT I ), e AT AN B 4 A N s B 118 B T, L AN A
LI IR (R AH R 1 ) 5 BT LUE 3, TwigNM Fll TiwgNME 75K 22 205 B8~ #f b TwigStack F1 TwigList i 4047
R EAR 2, T TwigNME 75k 2 30 00 F 3L TwigNM 9255 .46 XMark $odia 46 1, TwigStack 7 1 I il
J& TiwgNM [1] 3~6.9 i, & TiwgNME ff] 3.5~94 f%; TwigList J& TiwgNM ] 1.4~3 1%, J& TiwgNME [1J 1.5~46 f.
1 TreeBank ", TwigStack JiT JH () I} 1] 2 TiwgNM [1) 2.0~8.8 £, /& TiwgNME [f] 2.0~10.1 fi%; TwigList /& TiwgNM
f) 2.7~5.9 1%, & TiwgNME ¥ 2.8~6.8 {3, H1 [ 5 ] LA HT i, & F48 45X+ TwigStack (3T 30K A 1R K . 5
Ah, i F TwigList A1 Twig2Stack —#E#7 /2 Bottom-Up 532, BT LA TR BARAFAR 2 ANE e 22 45 b 1) J6 2 45 45,
78 R RS- Ja % 55 R IS 0L T 808 AR L B E R 5(a)Hh % T TQ3,TQ4 A1 TQ5, TwigList 52304 I Al
TwigStack H 15 15 BH (1) )2, 3X 4 PRV 7E 5L 58 b BT 15 21 (10 d5e J5 2 1) 45 SR Al 56 A ] X AR TE U il B T FReAT T vk
P atiop

= TiwgNME E==1 TiwgNME
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500 iwgList %38 r TiwgList
450} B4 TiwgStack 110 | BE= Tiwgstack
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Fig.5 Processing time

K5 SIRRIHAT I A
4 R HAE—LRIE

AT R AT R T 5 XML 1) T A% Do g A —— VB S R R 2 X AT 2 A B AT 1 WP JE 3L
R EIEH XML [ )43k b S DO LA S w2 S 210 it 45 0K 4 md J2 T TiwgNM B35 S L9
JESIE TiwgNME. S5 5 53R W] SR A0 T LR A 50925, JE 02 X vy o AT #HL5E - 85 50 JR I i o S 1
SRR T AT Kk 45 a0 00 (BG4 22/t 5 R R 0, AT i b 495 s Rl ERBT 1)/ Az, T AR
HI TwigList 553 H 18 75 925, ] BA R ORA7 3 2 45 2 G 15 OF B AR A S5 I AT AN D AR A A SO I T 1) L ]
BN A AT XPath (KA BE AT SLAR A R B0 2R IR DU AT Ay Tk 2B WEIT AR AR S0 AT
FIRNZR G127 0 3R 5182 A 2 0 2R AT SR 3, 3 s AT L2 % SR [6,7].
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