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Abstract: As more and more data are expressed and stored in XML format, the study on XML keyword retrieval
becomes the focus of IR (information retrieval) and Database. This paper gives and proves some properties of
SLCA (smallest lowest common ancestor), which is the key concept of XML keyword retrieval. It also introduces a
new XML keyword retrieval algorithm, Nearest Pair, on the basis of the properties above. This algorithm uses the
iterative bi-search technology to look for nearest pairs, which can decrease the assistant computation by one order
of magnitude. The experimental results show that Nearest Pair outperforms the existing mainstream algorithms in
most cases.

Key words: XML; keyword retrieval; SLCA (smallest lowest common ancestor)
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AR 3 AFREE LA R4 R AR 45 JE PR A 21 7 ARV . L 2% A B AR B XML
SN, ST AS ] b ac, a5 44 BE AT LU title SRbRid:, t m] LU name SRARIE.

HAT, XML B8 18 A Bt A S A S8 AR HERS 30, I N TR 95 e BRI, WA BRL K
Fh R4 T B XML SCRE R0 22 00 XML BT K 2R B 2R gl T 1ok B4R W3C R ZEmiA 77 XML

« Supported by the PKU-FUJISU Yong Scholar Foundation of China (b 5T k2 -5 -1l i 4F 3 4x)
Received 2007-08-30; Accepted 2007-11-02

© hEE

[EsR P EE T

http:// www. jos. org. cn



FRE 54 T Nearest Pair 49 XML #4233 % Bk 911

(KK 2R b HE XPath Al XQuery, {HIX S8R 1AL TETE B 2%, Ty ELIE 2R Y 7 b 250548 2 SCRA IR Sk AR T i
R 28 SR

(book) (book) (book})

(author) (authorlyJohn(/authord) (author)
(Nol1)Ben(/Nol) (author2)Ben(/author2) (Nol)Peter(/Nol)
(No2)Tom(/No2) (name) (No2)Ben(/No2)

(lauthor) (lauthor)

(title) (/name) (title)

(press) John Kennedy

(Htitle) (Ititle)

(publisher) (Ipress) (publisher)

John Cena Press (/book)

(/publisher) {/publisher)

({/book}) {/booky)

Fig.1 Examples of XML documents
Bl1 XML TR fI

M 2003 4E S, XML £ 248 I F 5T OB B A 20 T IR J7 170, W1 55 N G2 A A 48 HTMIL 48 R 5 | 55 1) 1 3
2006y I S B ) 5 90 BRI (R 1R 0L 50 ARSI B85 HTML KrRAH B XML KR A7 76 LR LA TE 3
ZNGE
(1) JADTCEANFHTML A2 LU e/ 638, 2R G 1R [a] 45 Al 2 — R AT A BRI SCRS ;i XML
(IR 2R FHR 1] &5 SR 2 DAY S B/ o 3R 19, B 1 A g ctitle) 5 A i
(2) JTEERZIMKREANFAE XML 5,35 85 0 A7 A A R AL 3 1 0 R, IX 2 HTML AR T A (19 .45
XML 1,40 S — A1 A 2 B S 3 A S %00 s 1 T A A S A & XA S 3 B 1 TR i
55 1A B (N0 & “Ben” BT LL Y i (author) £ “Ben”.
TEMA S KREH T XML KR I 5T 20 1008 1 582 R 5 T4 8 A L R HER 511
Bk T B0 S 0 T A P S A )Y o, R T S N 1 A AL S Y A R ] [ 4 22 O ] A A
18 T 802 3R [ 8 TR AN S0, 5 T A 1 B 1] 3 T JR 5 b DO 3 SR 190 S, 0 3t 2 0 % [ 45 TR R v g b 1)
BRICA IAH S50 A
ARSI T B ARG L LA A
o BIEHEATR XML AT I 7 J7vE: Dewey 1D % il J7 v FI R J5 5 FA e g Al 7 ¥22. 10 25 (0 ) g 45 42
THI, 1 5 2 A6 25 [ R o) L (R R B £

o 43T SLCA(smallest lowest common ancestor) {1 5. H 117, 5 31 XML &8 i 2R Sy a8 e kv 504
MAEE Y SLCA SR [H1% 22 G 1] A ) 1) A SCAE S SRl B4R T —FIoBi i XML SCRE T A R BVE
WAEERE BAOLT B AT 1 A

o AT LG AR SO H I BVA RN H AT R XML F w0 2R e R H e AT ) A DG R AR B s DL &
TEAN [ (1) OB 25 B A3 A s 00 T S 25

ALH 1 e XML (R SC RS RS 7 6.5 2 F5 0B SLCA PRI 2 B I XML SSf iRl i R 4
#h——Nearest Pair. 5§ 3 F1 /0T SEBG45 150 4 TR 4540,

1 XML XZH4RE

A5 XML PR SCAT 5 B 1 5,35 s K96 R G VR, th T XML Y p5 2 )t 77 7 45 1 0 i s 8 SO 1 1
WL HTML B8 3 (n XLink 48), 57 BL AR XML SCREFSET DA B F A — AN B8 XML A 13 i g A
SEAT SCRR[7, 814545 A8 H R A9 2 8 7 VA 30 AR A XML SCRS AR i — A 7 (R 33 DR A ) — SRS phy s 1) £
W RUOC R BN AT A, T T ) A A AR ) R G B Y Rt S e R [ A O BRSO

© PEFPEGERIHITON  http:y www. jos. org. cn



912 Journal of Software #4+3 4% Vol.20, No.4, April 2009

T AR 6 RAE R IEE XS BN RN 45 XML S I R R ZeaT ok T i,

T 5E AR R T I IO A I B0 — AN A SEAN SR, I8 4T R ) T A S R IR AN S B a1 1
Fion 58 LA, A Ben 19R 51, B T 2l S E L2 E 19 Nol 1Y s 4h, 16 ZEid 3% Nol 1 JiT A #H 56747 5.
SCRY ) J2 UER, F T | R T AR v 5L ™

FLURIR 22 DR TR K 2% I A T B A b s O SRS (903 X, 25 D i) £ 1 1 3R [P 4 TR R A & — 2
BT B DB R], R T AT R T SN A TR T IR 0 A B L IR R S 1 AR KR Ben F Tom
IR 0] 45 JL N 1% A2 author, T AN book. 24 author 5 5CHE I (1 BE 2 81T . S AEAA V) MR R Y Ben F1 Tom 1)
I3

H A, R 5104 i 8 CL 215 2 T ARG (10 i v DR A 30 3ok 2 B 1K G R 5 V6, 22 496 ml AAE i B30I i) pig 0 W — A
TR AL 5 AN A R 32 B YD T A WS Y i g D R Dewey 1D G i N il

15 H 5 7 R gm At 75 10 RN TS S 1D b AN B 2L, 43 R AT A R R Y A RN S Y R i R )
HRAL R T 2 o AL CL RIS N [3,41, 1 AL 45 A [4,1]. 05 8 [3,4]“40 77 [4,11(3<4 1fi 4>1), T LA C1 £
AL AL (WA 47T R

A5 FH A 5 5 R F) it 77 ¥ B A W7 A 19 2 T A5 A7 AR A3 K R EAE XML A R R B 2 1) T SR 4k
HEEAN T SO A LS A AR XM B0 BT S 7 i g D s TG ek ) T

Dewey 1D J& — Rl 2 it (K 4 B 7 325, 746 XML w48 ] Dewey 1D X5 53R4T 4 i, W] LA G AEAN 3 55 10 B A 4
Sefe B 2 3 ,A3 IgRAE S (1.1.2.2), KRB 3 AMHSE, 4 437 (L) (1.1 FI(1.1.2). Bt 2 41 fF H Dewey
ID gt vy LLAE O(d) i R 45 501 5 /N1 5 (1) 90 R LA KBTI AN L 40 26 0 L d Dby SCRSBR IR R B2 e 1 1 BT 1K 28
LA, Ben S B2 R 7 55 A1 1.1), Tom X B2 175 £0(1.1.2), T4~ Dewey 1D 1 2 L3675 R4 € AT 2 2L40 5679
RN LRIy JE PR 2 SR AR S R B S )4 A5, mT DAAS I P AN T R SR L IR X AN T T
TEARIE XML 22 A ] A5 1 bk 5 A 35 21K 1R .

MEM L iJF,Dewey 1D G fth 5 B2 55 22 (1977 il 25 7], 5 0002 24 SCRY 2 VR AR SR B IHoe A8 S B R o A T S 46
2], A A 2 H bit SRR 7R Dewey 1D 2 i) SCRS, B — 240 AR 1,2,5,7 /N1 0, T URE— 2 T 43 21 (19 47 4%
3R 1,2,3,3.3X 8, A3 [1¢1.1.2.2) i) LLFE 7% 4(¢1,01,010,010), Bl B2 %7 338 (H 20 R kS & — EH G R LT 4,
IF oA e AN ), 45 1) 3 R A R AR BAR T S, T BT A H sk R 2 A 64 A7 850
AT A7 1.

AR Dewey 1D 4 fith (17 B 25 R 28 A 2 R 7 FAR (HL L 58 0K 1) T g 2 T A g 6 7 V2 T AN 6 LU 8L 0% H i1 2
i XML K2R H %348 H Dewey 1D 4ifis.

Fig.2 An XML document tree
B2 —H XML SRR

2 SLCA B4R
A, XML 2% 28 495 97 T 15 14 52 A 1) 00 S ] A B8 22 6 S ] 1) 25 14, T 3o A 1 A0 0y 6 U T e 345 08
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), T T2 I R G A TU AR AN BIR B 2% 1), iy FLAE SR A 21 51 A S I th 224 Hh B 22 (94X 2 — D Tl 15 203 4k
Jai 3 EAE AN AT 2 BRICAR ALY AL

WAL T TH BT IR B 45 A7 X AR BT 754 SLCA & X.
T IR 58X B R A LA B IR RIS R X
e SLCA:SLCA J& Smallest Lowest Common Ancestor {25 3 fai Bk, o SCBHE b & /N A LA 5454 SLCA &
xS S 4G 2 HF 0 .SLCAAB) R m AB MAESMNE /DAL HEEES WE 2 iR,
SLCA(A,B)={C1,C2,C4}.
e LCAILCA /2 Lowest Common Ancestor [ & 5, & XF 45 &L F1 97 &7 5 . 41 LCA(AL,B1)=CL1,
LCA(A4,B3)=C3.
e SLCA HAT 4541 H SLCA(A,B,C)=SLCA(SLCA(A,B),C), it LA, K it P & 7] SLCA W53 th a] LAsk
fiEAT I 2 4L 4 H) 1Y) SLCA.
o Dewey ID 7E SLCA 56 E B FIUE B th G EZEHIAE A, T SCKHE DeweylD(a)<Deweyl D(b)fijic i a<b, 3L
t,DeweylD(a) #7517 & a ) Dewey ID.
SRARP A A 8] SLCA FIFME IR TT Lo b AN S0 381 S SRR 0 25 2 1R LCA SRS B AERTA I
LCA H B AH 58T . e v, C3 B4R /& A4 FI1 B3 1) LCA,{H & C3 [T 7755 C4 2 LCA JITLL C3 A4

FEVE WUR BN A BRI 0h m A n B AR 29 O(dmn).

SLCA HATHIF i

313 1. ¥ c=LCA(a,b) H ceSLCA(A,B). %At A 5 i a'5 b (EE R BT, ) c=LCA(a’,b). 1% B i) E g
i IR PN 1T A g B [ () 251

il BH - % DeweylD(2)=C1C;...Cidks1...a,DeweylD(b)=C4Cs...Cibys1. .. o, He FF, DeweylD(C)= C1Cy...C, M) ays1#bie1.
% DeweylD(a')= a/aj...a,a;,...a, ,l:

W &) =ci(1<i<k), F N5 a' 5 b fFE 2 A )G,

DA ageg#biaa# ag,, , 15 U, W0 R byag=ay,, Il DeweylD(LCA(@',b))=C1Cy. .. Cibys1, X A, LCA(’,b) L 2 ¢ 17
M5 ¢ J& SLCA T AT .

i LA, DeweyID(LCA(@’,b))=c1C;...C,, Bl c=LCA(a’,b). O

S BE N TR G 31 AR

TEIE 1. ¥ SLCA(A,B)=C, 0| C [\ AE 1 AL ¢ Wil /L 1 R PEBT:c=LCA(a,b), H i ,ab Z&#H A FI B AN
S B B 30T )T R

B1 %z i A3

Ay ceSLCA(A,B) M4 51 B 1, 004K BB 4k 2145 I FE 295515 1) a 1 b, {145 c=LCA(a,b). O

SEIR 1 e B W ab RES AR B AN IR B Gl IR L, ) LCA(a,b) e SLCA(A,B). i S 1% i B
A7, UEE S AB 1) SLCA w25 T W /ANE S P IT A Sl s X 19 LCA (1) IR 48 AH DG 3 5 BT R Bear, W B 2 BTz Hh )
A4 I B3 B A5 1T 1719 45, {H LCA(A4,B3)=C3 J:- AN J&: SLCA 77 4.

RS2 TX A, BRAT T AR 7T LRI SR AR s08t LCA 7 VRS B4R G 1) SLCA, KA BE A — Ses i@ 1) P BR.

3|38 2. ¥ a<a’,b<b’, I LCA(a,b)>LCA(a’,b"), 1] LCA(a,b)/& LCA(@' b") i T4 £i.

iE#A % c=LCA(a,b),c’=LCA(a’,b"),DeweylD(C)=C;Cs...Cm,DeweyID(c’)= cic)...c, K2 ¢ & a M A H
a<a’, jr LA ci<cl (<ismin{m,n}), MILE c>¢' frLlf = (1<i<min{m,n}), .55 m>n.

FTLL,C HE o' BT A O
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SIEE 2 (RS IR EE A A R B HH Y 5 2 4% 8 Dewey 1D IOTHF KGR R LCA HI15, B 4,IX L8 LCA

5132 3. & a<a’,b<b’WIf LCA(a,b)<LCA(a',b"), 1l LCA(@ b )FI{EIL G MM ATH LCA TS #EH
LCA(a,b) )T ¥ .
WEW: % ¢ F1 ¢'1f) Dewey 1D i ¥ 2 (\F B b i zs, BRA e<e!, 6 R AETE ci< ¢f (1<i<min{m,n}), T LA ¢’

C" A& WA SE T AL AN AT BESR ¢ 1T AT

c'<c” MR BT FTd, A ci< o <o AT c" AN AT g ¢ 11 A5 O

538 4. ¥ a<a’,b<b’, 1K c=LCA(a,b) & ¢'=LCA(@’,b") i 115 25, M T A £F ¢ Al o' Z [A) 25 Al LCA 5 5 B4,
& ¢ BT AL B A% o T A

WE BB ¢ T e Z IR AT A e

c"<c, MR ¥ 53 2,¢" & ¢ (%,

c">c MRPE 512 2,¢' 52 c IS, B ¢ 2 ¢ IR ).

c<c’<c’ Hif Dewey ID [KIPE 5, c" 2 4 2 ¢/ R 190, B4 & ¢ IHH L. O

53 2~5] P 4,7 75 DL R 2 HL

E 2. HEA AR B FIT AT Dewey 1D (177 5L P HES, 4 HE TR VSR AR 52l 2 % (¥ LCAIR
HAT A a fl b S AR B I AR M A L WHR c=LCA(a,b) AN & SLCA 5 25, 4 ¢ M7 15 A ¢ A sEAE ¢
B — P ul s — A3 3.

FIPE 2 B T WOF R BT AR BT LCA T RN F R R, 1B 4 X512 2 (9 ik, 512 3 4h 78 T I
FEIE TR ) LCA T IR TR AR,

BT 2 (FUFE BTG B 4, 1X AN TFEBEOA 8 BE 2 1R 3 SR, 0 SR 4 BV s 7 A IR AR B LCA TS, IR 4,
FRBAEAE L F R R I ROR AR A “HLHE” H I 1] 2 i C3 Al C4.

W a A1 b AN I B AT 1) A5 6, U LCA(a,b) AN B T SLCA(A,B) A 2K K K2 .

HE A 5 #E 1 F5E 3 2, 34T AT EAAS 2SR i SLCA (1559 Nearest Pair:

(1) MRS AT B P RARIT 55 5T, SR ST LCA &K c.

(2) B c Rl b LCA &5 c'#hAT ELAL I 2R ¢ AN o/ ¥ 177 53,1 ¢’ e SLCA(A,B).

SRS 3 A B TR,

PR $ getSLCA [ 3 AR A 2 SR AR T A 10 1) LCA, DL R AR YR 45 SN b vk &8 B 1 L ge, -4 52 1 XML % ok
P, 1K P B ST AN 0 2 [ 56z 169 BT LA S92 i) M RE I T 6 £ getNearestPair [ 4r

AL FHE AR AR BISE A A R B (5T B ARIT B0 % 7 VR B R RS A T B # 2 He T I HEA I,
JL RS R HE AL W B 4 v B s,

TR RAC G P AR A A R 0 W B R Uy VL R R DU R AR A AT P AR A P I B AR U B e A
B ik ) AL E 4RI 70 3R, B B[R G FRE A th a4k BIIR & ARy 3, B AL AR i=iv, I AR B[jTat
ST ARUT SR, A M 4k 2 A 4k ALTHE B W ABIE TG 3 BLI') TH& j AN j 2 5 AHAE, i 4 A5 BFTOR.

PR getNearestPairl Fll getNearestPair2 43l 0 . ik (492 R — 45 A #6392, AR n 1 3 eh B F0 A 3
A5 B T s B T getNearestPair2 ) H A& ST HL A S 2%, BT LAk B RS i LR RR Y R MEL TR FRATTAR Hh I LYk
Nearest Pair HK¢ i H getNearestPair2, Bl g i 548 = 23 A $R32: Kk T B A A () 1 B 5 5 4B 06T

%4 getNearestPairl 75 ZEAK AT A F1 B T A ICHE AU A O(m+n) 2o m Rl n 43 5E& A FI B
[ /I T A L AR R A5 000, R 30 getNearest2 fE i S i 7 1) Jg A5 3UT A6 10 Bl 6 407 2, AN I 38 4 17 40 k3 4l
FRARA S AN B4 1 455 0 3 20 AR K B 5 R0k (W38 AT T SR 3R/, A 7E 1 3 vh, 24 A wh iy 15 SR E B i 17 )5 ,B
T 17 7E A TR A R AL JC FE I B AR OG0 At 15 LARTIRR 45
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function getSLCA(set A,set B) function getNearest1(set A,set B)

function getNearest2(set A,set B)

{ { {

c_last=NULL; if (A[pA]<B[pB]) j=find(B,A[i]);

while (there exists nearest pair) { i’=find(A,BI[j);

{ while (A[pA]<B[pB]) if (i==i")
(a,b)=getNearestPair(A,B); ++pA; return (A[i],B[i1);
c=Ica(a,b); distl=dist(A[pAl,B[pB]); else
if (c is not the sub of c_last) dist2=dist(A[pA-1],B[pB]); {

add c_last to result; if (distl<dist2) find nearest B[j'] of A[i'];
c_last=c; return (A[pA],B[pB]); compare jand j';
} else
} return (A[pA-1],B[pB]); }
} }
else
}

Fig.3 Pseudo code of algorithm Nearest Pair

K 3 475 Nearest Pair [t ig
Z| | 4| 15 | 18

10 17

Fig.4 Example of function getNearest
Kl 4 K% getNearest 3847 SE 4

3 KWLERS5N

MR Eager Search 5322 H 1 XML SC ] 4 22 S50 B FH oA )32 I W R 4.

BRI fo R SCR (919 HH , PRI 75 24 T — ARl R AR A7 i) &5 SR M 43 44 ARSI 38 1AM 1] Dewey 1D X%
XML 75 s AT il 10 S50, VR I S AR FE A &1t A T4 FH Dewey 1D W] LA F v 8797 A5 7R] 1) 24 2L 4H 58 (RN
LCA), Ji AR S0V 1) e R R 58t 45 AR AR SRR AR B R AN B2 Ah A SV R VR T 4 s 5 Tl 1) 49 R 77 2
VAR — AN SR e ) 5 SRR A SR 28 IR 3R TR SR I

Eager Search &% i SCHR[10]42 255 1 M SLCA UMLK M v XML £ ¢4 1] 25 ) [ 4. 9% . Eager
Search R AT T SLCA [ME R, HE45 H T SRAR 54N p FIEE 45 18] SLCA 4795 {H J& ,Eager Search H %A #1 H
ot AR UL AT AR 7 S B T T AR A BRIV B TR I Eager Search B H B B PR AE (UL W1 R BT HI5<
BT AR AR K A BRI RIS 24 AT,

Ao I T SR AR AN B 1R A 3 >4 1] i) SLCA Isf,Eager Search £ F1 Nearest Pair 5595 ()4 g LA
L R b AR K AR SR SEE B Bl ok | DBLP {1 Berkeley DB fF M4 7% 51.379M ] XML SCFH 3L
A1 5 10 925 944 4>, Dewey 1D (K ED 41 (. 52456 A BL#s 0 —FEECAT 1.66G X% CPU,1G W A7 A

SLIGFEET 3 FhEREE, I T I T O ER A W s AR A IR, LR 1,500 45 SR an 8] 5 TR,
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Table 1 Keyword-Based queries used in our experiment
F 1 SR OCH A

Setting 1 Setting 2 Setting 3

. : The size of node set of keyword 1 1559583 1559583 118 971
Queries with two keywords The size of node set of keyword 2 900 578 109112 109 112
The size of node set of keyword 1 1559583 1559583 120478

Queries with three keywords  The size of node set of keyword 2 900 578 189 971 118 971
The size of node set of keyword 3 889 651 109 112 109 112

BEager search BNearest pair

BEager search BNearest pair BEager search BNearest pair

Search times LCA times

Running time

BEager search BNearest pair BEager search BNearest pair

200071 781

BEager search BNearest pair
1800000
1600000 93085
1400000
1200000
1000000
800000
600000
400000

2416 94 16 200000 109335,575109335, 175 12200335 7109338 7]
2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3
Running time Search times LCA times

Fig.5 Experimental results

K5 scigii

7 3 FE L~ Nearest Pair ) 7EGE#ZEHL T Eager Search.Nearest Pair 48 f “ s 810 st I HE & s 5 A A,
P T gl Bt SLCA MIMER KK LCA MIREBRAR T — M R AR 748 R XHU5 T Nearest Pair
HIAR R IF AN I S, 1% 2 (K )y Eager Search H#F — k4% Zh v] LA s H R 4R35 76 32, 1M Nearest Pair #5 /0 7 2P X
TR A B 7B AN TC 35 2 105 1 me SBAT 119 01 SR DG 1] 42 B v A0 A e A8 U 11 TG 35 A R A 3 AT I (o A IR AR A T
K/INZE e K), Nearest Pair LA K KHI 99 T S KK Nearest Pair 75 28 K 2 2015 50 T #8 H AT 38 0
i PEfE.

4 BEFMRE

P XML (R38R 51352 —MROK TR, H A, SR 9T AR mi 0y 2R 2 v S0 K e v A el isk 3 TR i
S XML 3 R 53 R RO BR8P BRI R XML OGS a5 5002 BB 098 LR 5 96 Mgkl ) 45 A s
R — F 1 [ 388, A 4% 2R 5 4 b 7 T PRI 9 2 45 A A 2R R 48 2R HR 2 48 0 T Al 7 — A B e PR A L

AR IE SLCA [H]% 22 S B i) i i Ao 10 2 2 8L Ll it S8 1T 5 L (- SLCA JF AN REACR BT
A I DB Y TR b SLCA AN BAG 54 P XML SCBE ] 1 8 AT SRV 22 (1 A 01 5 00 o5t 1y b

BOS AR FRAT O A S T AR 2 T SCREATE UK [FAT, U A U2 A5 BB A BOR 2 B et 2 R it i
PR [ 27 R0 U s
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