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Abstract. A number of papers concerning the off-line recognition of handwritten Chinese characters have
been published in the recent vears, and almost all of them focus ¢n the recognition ol 1sulated characters. How-
ever, off-line recognition of handwrirten Chinese characters is nct sstisfactory, One reason is chat the recogni-
tion rate 18 low. the other is that the segmentation of handwritren Chinese characters is a diffiznlt prohlem he-
cause reeognition of characters relizs on correct segmentation of characters. In this paper, aceording to struc-
tural featurcs of Chinesc characters, elements are merged based on their topolegical relations, viz. , upper-bot
tom, lefi-right and inside-outside. The width of elerents and the spacing herween neighboring elements in the
whole handwritten Chinese character string areunalyzed ta guide the merging of lefr-right elements. Experinen-
tal results show that the method has satisfactery performence for segmenting handwritten Chincse character
string.

Key words:  handwritzen Chinese character string: structural feature: character segmentations elcment;

merging
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