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Histogram Method for Size Estimation of Query Result
WU Sheng-h

(Institute of Software The Chinese Academy of Sciences Berpng 100080)

Abstract Histogtam is the commonest method for the size estimation of query result in many commercial database
systems, Several histogrem mcthods presented in the past have certain limitations in prac-icability due to their lack of
guarantee of the accuracy of the estimation. In this paper, the author presents two kinds of new histogram methods,
which are easy to use and can guarantee the accuracy of the estimation, Otherwise, the effect of different darta distri-
butions to histograms is ciscussed in the paper, and some important paramcters of data distribution arc introduczd to
help produce better histograms.
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