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Method of Solving Abductive Reasoning Problem via Hitting Set
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Abstract: As important type of reasoning besides induction and deduction, abduction has been widely used in many areas, such as Al.
Generally speaking, abductive reasoning is the process of inferring causes from the observations. Unlike past research, which uses prime
implicate and prime implicant, this study proves that seeking minimal interpretation of abductive problem for propositional logic and
propositional modal logic system S5 can be reduced to the problem of seeking minimal hitting set in the corresponding set, and presents a
new method for solving abductive problems.

Key words: minimal hitting set; abductive reasoning; prime implicate; prime implicant
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BEARIRATE) B A B BT R A, DU SE AR VS TR K B 22 W 401, M B A A B R AR S fth 2 R
P OB AR (3 FHRER (7] BT SR DG ZR)HE BT H T B PR A1 g 48 LR 9 R AN R 1 R 1B 2% 5K C.S. Pierce,
BEJE 0 DR A R A BN T 1) i, DA R B AR RN R IR ) — P B 5 VLA

990 DR 9 B A N R I 2 AR A B T AR O N L s L RIR ) R BRIP4
A HEHE R G it ie T IR 2y U D) BRI R4 — BB RS, iR iB U104 pall
55 MecTlraitht 2153 51 AAS [ £ B2 %k N\ T8 AE AR 900 DN A R AS T 8 2 0 523 A DAARE P60 A v, R A 9 K1 i) A0 )
FHITVEAT A B 4 R GS(ATMS) . T A 4E R G5 (CMS) 5 1145 52512 83) Eiter A1 Gottlob S 5K fif i 4 vl
RIS MR T ARG A o0 2 R U I ABATT 0 S 8 45 SR vl DA I, 22 501 0 S AR DR ) 70 1) A2 2 M 5 E. Pspace
TR TAE F S Fellows 25 AWFST T v 502 45 r A0 99 DN 4 31 ) 55010 2 35082 6 PR US) 56 0k Pfandler 25
UG T BRI B i 1] (backdoor), R FF 3 2 5 AT ] 850512 081 £ 465 R0 e 1, 45 1 T — S8 I IR ) B 1) SAT i)
JLI 8] 58 240 ) Ab B0 0 000 AR5 A SAT SR AR 5 >R SR At 1 6 3 A 1] f8 552 451

Reiter 1§ 7642 H 4l ] HS-Tree K A filf: 4 (1 75 20 AAIE W 1 o 5 4 B RIE 42 B 121, BT LA S B2 A8 1 T
FEF AR 32 W ] S e 2 Tk SR AR AR R EE 31— 2B Greiner 25 AUIXS Reiter 8707 134T oict, 312 I 45 4 FETE 36 1)
1) HS-DAG J5iEARAE T Fl/IMlE AR SR i 11 56 45 Pk B T T AR S R I AR /G AR A2 — A NP-hard [ 8, [ I 41 /2 —
AR A SO (L 10 R LA o] £ i SR AR, LR A 2 ST L I G S Reiter (M7 CAH TIRZ
B e g2

Rymon B X% i T Prime Implicate 5 8% /Mib4E 2 [ 1) 5¢ R FRATTHE N FH Rymon 5T 45 Sl o 2 454 B,
H i U AR Ay USSR ARG S5 R SRAFR DA i 758 P AR /1N 9 DAL AR R I A2 A DAy SR AR ot 1 B G R TR AR /il B
e AL, DAL T 55 3O ASE ] SR 7 DAl SR A8 P v 20 B9 R S Al 8] i) .

1 EEHMIR

1.1 ARSIBERESS
EX 1. W P={p\,pa,... } I A fir R F 20 IR G2, D) iy RS2 38 4 6 3 A 1D AR i U)oy
p=plLi—plonde,
oA pe PAREZS DI 058 A O=—O—.v AT =, A8 L.

EX 2. A ARG N — AR M=(W,R,v), b, w Fr 4 o] Geth 54, & — AN 7T Rt 5 n] DUBR AR b f
AT [ i FL R 14— VR R R by T I8 G 3R, s vl gt 2 IRT (K O 250 RN TR AE ok 2, 2 P31 27 i s
Xt P TR T puP(p)e2” Fom A 11453 p, 4 BLI v] BE T AL SR &

EX 3. Y55 A S B I — AR M=(W,R,v), & IRA KT fet L w 1 (LA S Gt s Sl R

(1) MwkEp, 2 ALY weP(p);

2) MwE—e,2 HAUH MwEe;

(3) MwEpag, ™ B MwEgH MwEg;

@) MwEe,  HAUM VY, wRy, Ul MwEg;

S) MwrEOe, ™ HALM3v, i 2 wRy H M wEe.

H T A ARD o RAFAE DB M KA ] BRI w (15 MowE o, MR 2 2 2 vl 2 1K) B
W R S5 WIAT AR M=(W,Rv)IF) 0] 75 & R A S KR,

T i N A R PR A S R R SO FRAT TR U] L 5 O 5 TR R SO R I A KO B 1 B
SRNXN AW LT oFE e fi] 1 BB A A B TGO BR A 37 A0 R ) 5 B G iR fa] ST
B ), BATTAE T 3 rpopR S0 57 0 PR a7 B B (0 5= R g 2 B ) DA A 285 17 A5 B X CRE A& 1o A B =) AT PR
2 A Tl A I OB 28 T 1 5 BT BB ) R BT BB DO AR g S AT JBTE 2 O R A BT 20), 31D
TE R 3CHPRR S AR BT B 20 G AR G B 20 BEAS HT BE A (BES A B ).
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R FnRAEE AL E KR & 1939

1.2 RSB E RGP A EHERE

R A A O — b RO 2 e A U . I AU I A S R 1 A R AR A P AT A Y
S S, BRI T E T SRS R, T ) FE AR v N I PR 2 2 N 2 SRRk et g A
St F A A — MR T B A8 (R A B B AR S8 S5 Hh 1 9 DR 4 T 1) FL, ST LA T A1 405 L oy SR 208 A
FYE S5 i 3% A v OC T A1 9 2L ) S

EX 4(BIEASBE RS S5 WE ERE). Sl AR RS0 S5 19— M A @ — A o4l S, a) 51
ZEa i, 2T R A RS R ) — TGS R o R — AN SO R B 1 RIS A

EX S(ABRASBE ARG S5 0l EBERE). MBS ZE RS S5 MW I i) B, o) IR R 1T, 02—
A A T L 2uTFa It A UMmEL.

A Lits(INFR 7RI W51 I s i 845 000 T A B TR 5 B 7 5 17, AT I LG 77 Bt (i ok
17 < IT), 1 HA Y Lits(IT) < Lits(1T); AT 0 o & T SN R R, >4 HACS A AE o KT 2 L 1716
B AERE TT. T ARORE 17 g B 25 167 B0 2 B T 4 SR 77 < 77, W7y IT 101 2 30K R B AN s SURS G 14,
AT B T iy U e R R

TEX 6(FrRRIZ 48 AR 8RR ). Ay U A K — AN W D ) L — A oo, a) M S o Hoh 2 1 R
1,2 i AU B — AT IO 2 o 52— A T

EX T(HEBERE). A USRI R ) B, o) AR A 1T, 2 — A A B 2 2ulTFa T H XU
IT# L.
1.3 Hi&R 5R/alS

RATHATRE G HREAR . BNRESR . Ar B — A A E A X G HEER CNF, 5HTITE N DNF, (R4
58 /Nl S iy RS 1B A R 4 S5 o A W 3N MCNF, 5 TG 30 MDNF , 1Al 8 5 4% /1N il 4.

EX S(ERBIREER). W F={S\,....S,) NEETE R H N F I AR, IR H L

0 Hel,,,S:

Q) SHF—A SeF #H HNS=D.

R H oA F I —A8E, I B H AR — AN PR GHA R F IR H o F i — A NEER . e
SCRT AT Y, — AN HE A A5 AR B 5 A0 /N 48 8 AN e — . T BRATT FH — AN 81 - ke 3t B

Bl 1VRERIE F={S.,S,}, H11,81={1,2,3},5={3,4},0] F B/ MlEEEAT: (3},{4,1},{4.,2}.

EX 9(CNF MU SR/NFEE). W ok i i iZ 11 & XA K CNF, h o) & HUIE X CNF , 1 Rl 5 2 3
CNF , FR) A — A 15 BT WU ) T A SC 7 A B 5 T AT, 1] S AT BCIORS 7 1) 4 5 AU SR A R A9 31— AN 18 12 4R 1
(R 8E—ANREEERL Dl CNF, IESE A2 B B IR B — AN RESE R CNF, (BRIl £E.

1::DNF,,MCNF , 55 MDNF , Kl 45 55 #l /ML AR W 2RALL ONF, I REAR 55 W /NRESE & .55 56, CNF,,,DNF
MCNF ,5j MDNF , [¥1filf: 58 5 1% /)Nl 45 8 AN ME —  JRAT A0 T IR 1R 3 5 Ul W1 Re i b () — AN T 3T T — A9
TR UL CNF, 5 5 /M4

B 2:% g=(pAq)V(—g—1), W5 5y 5 tH CNF ,=(pvaqvr)a(gvr) b & X3k CNF, S 55 /Ml AR S5 A0 T 5K
{{p.q.r}.{q.r} ISR 5 R NRESE 5 2 WL (g}, {r} i ONF, IRl N4

TEARAE S FH BB BT B 1 T A R

XHT & o, HS(CNF ,)=HS(DNF ,),HS(MCNF ,)=HS(MDNF ,), Y.t \ HS(F) %7 F JIiAT (AR /Nl 4R 4 i) 45 4

EX 10G2iE THEBCERX SMEGER). ik T4 —A dr U2 (dy U A8 55 ) 19 2118, ) CNF(MCNFr7)
TR T T A IE ARG E LR E BUG I A XA B MR 200518 A ROy BLS T IEHGE
X K] ,DNF {(MDNF ) 375 0 B8 T 10 BT A7 G 3 2 2056 45 B 755K 45 BOIT A5 2 U i =X 75 30 1 5 38 2 2B
RS T RHTEGE R S AR T W, 24 HAN 2 CNFr(MCNF) ] A2 e T A3 S 15 (02 A e — AN IR,
fHEAFELR T rh T A8 A AR R o 2
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1 :CNFr(MCNF1),DNFr(MDNF )l 5 5 5 /INESRAH TR T CNF, REER 55 8 /Nilk 3 58 L.
2 RTIBEARY SS PR E IR

2.1 HHEBESHERASEERASHNMIESKRESRXNXER

AATRAVK 45 B FE 205 (prime implicant) FIA Ji 25 2 20 (prime implicate), H- 75 iy & 48 Al a7 U S @ 48 &R
4t S5 T E AT S AN R 2 AT DG R

WA ST k() 5RO a7 oA B (RS A4 i A B ) Ay 5 B 7 B o O 2 BT 2 T ), 2 BRATT R 1) 4
£ k(k) I AR K k(h) P ¥ S0 80 B ) 1 BERRE A 2 SOCBE A RAL R I 4

FE X 11(prime implicant). W hHE—BEAK(MAZE. —W@HE. G EBSERES) TS L %
B — AN A Bk o 20 Prime Implicant, 24 H AN 24 LR P 4% [R) B o7 :

1) k=x;

2 HFAEERME MR LT HHEkEL Wk EL

TE X 12(prime implicate). I AK B ARG (A M, @, A BB IE ) S & N i
A — AT R AT ECG ki 2 Prime Implicate, 25 HAY 24 DL P % [R] ) 5% a7

1) ZEk

Q) MNTEEMEWEZEL L W EEE.

DL A P R SR A IE A A s A B ) — AN A IS A R T A — s R R, 11
k g faj LA T X 12 H i kA R ST B 28 5 B AIE k9 21 Prime Implicant(prime implicate), > HAY 24
kEZ(ZER), I HATELE k AL F AR &, W k B Z(Z Ek). B A0,3X L SRR I8 8 1) 25 28 & R A J 28
B IR B2 BRI, BATT AT LA FLRR Ay 59 01 U3 28 2635 AN 55 A0 VR AR S22 3 AE R SR BRATTHG 59 R e, B — 1
I Z S RIAR G5

Rymon ¥ /X%t T Prime Implicate 15 B /INlE S 2 7] ) 56 2128 (H2 0 W 3k 067 22 At 415 1, vl DI 3k > A
/N4 K 3K Prime Implicate A1 Prime Implicant, {252 5 b fth L 45 H T Prime Implicate 5 8 /MlESE 22 (8] (1) 20 & &
H(Theorem 2.3). FATTHs H P A 2 BE oK i3 W i 80322 48 /A ZU11) Prime Implicate A1 Prime Implicant 5 8% /M lf 4 (1) 56
FOEIAT T X A, I B 45 VRN e .

EIB 1L % ONF, iy BB R 0 438 A R & HE Rk T REASCE S HLN k ) CNF,[f) Prime
Implicant,” BAX Y k 2y CNF,, IR /MiEER.

(<) Wk A CNF 1 — MRS, FATT S 30AIE k= CNF, AR R IRAE v,k'=1.01F k 4 CNF,,[f— ik
BT LA T CNF , i A — AN 45 BTk TP 32 /D A7 AE DA SCFAE A BT H B AT, 1245 B AR A v 4 2L,
BEMAT CNF) =1, T 4S k=CNF,.

N THERATTE AR N BTk A CNF, AR /INESE, ) & 4 CNF, 1) Prime Implicant. B ATME I S F 72 A8 ¥ &k 4
CNF, [ /NRESEH &k AJE CNF,If) Prime Implicant, W77 45 &k 19— AP L2k 4 CNF,If) Prime
Implicant. \ lI, k W/2:(1) k ECNF,; (2) k <k &R k 3 CNF,IM/NRESERI K A2 CNF, It fiE 4.
R AEAE CNF 10— 4 BUTL () BT U R) 0, 76 2 o TP I BT SCF ARG 5 k AN 28, MM k A —o,
AL AL B0 AECE— MR v B (k A—oy)’ =100, (k) =1, Hooy = 0. BIIRAE v 52 (k)" =1 H CNF,) = 0.1t 4518
Y k B CNF, 7 J& T A k h CNF, Wt/ MiESE, W k % CNF,ff) Prime Implicant.

(=) % k &3 CNF, 1) Implicant, FHIEW & & CNF,IFIRESE BAVE ] SAFE AR ¥ k A& CNF, AR,
WAFAE CNF , 11— & WU 0, (575 k 5 o I SC P AR A TSN A A k =k A—o RN k5 o S0
2 A & T AE AR N 2 BT Ak =k A—o, TT A2 DL AR BE S 4 AT A1, &k CNF, E oy, T k= o, B0,
R MR v, R =10 o) =1. 55— J5 1, ka—o; AR, G AFAE— DMRAE v/ 1 (kAo =1LELE =1, H.
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A% FoE MR E A ERE T R 1941

o) =0. T4 TG 01 LA k 4 CNF, /) Implicant, ] & by CNF,, ff1fil4E.

T IERATE B AR AN B AR k B CNF ¥ Prime Implicant, i8] & 2y CNF IR /INGE S RATTAE H SAIE V5.
fB¥% k i CNF Ity Prime Implicant,{H k A& CNF, [ /NRESE. BIAEAE k I—ANH 15 k O CNF, R/ RESE,
MTfii k b CNF ) Prime Implicant. 55 k 4 k [)— AN BT8R k Jy CNF,[f) Prime Implicant 7*J& 7 LA k y CNF,,
i) Prime Implicant I,k 2 CNF,, AR /Ml 2. O

EE 2. W DNF,h B & & A X oI e e A REZ AP RTI & 24 DNF, K Prime
Implicate, 4 HAX 4 k Jy DNF, i /Milf5E.

(<) % k2 DNF,FIRESE, T THUEW] DNF =k AL IR v, 47 DNF,, =1, 28 /b A£4E DNF, ] 1
AT (] A M) 03, (4T o) =1, B0, 0y 98— AN SCAAEMRE v N Bt T & O DNF, fRESE, AT & o 22
S Lo T 1A TR K =1, N1 DNF k.

N BRATUE WAL NEL Bk 5 DNF, [ /NRESE, W) k A DNF, (A J5i 26 25 2 BRAME T OB B & R
DNF [\l /MlEEAH k& A& DNF, (AR R 5 2 WAFAE & 10— AP L ARk DNF, A Z 5 T
R,k (1) DNF,Ek;(2) k <k B14AF(2)F ki DNF, M R/IMIESERT i, k A& DNF, (fI RSB0 47 75 DNF,,
{) — AT I 205 B ) 03, 6 AL o PRI SO AL AR A 5 b A R 34 NI —k A o, T2 B A7 1
AR v ARG (<k Ao) =1 Bk =0 Hoop = LWL v WAL kY =0 H DNF) =1. Jb45it 5 DNF, Fk )5,
JItEA k 2 DNF , (R /NRESE U k 3 DNF, FOA Ji 25 55 X

(=) B DNF =k, N IHUEY] k 2 DNF , FREAE. FATE T S UEE AR BE &k A DNF, AR, W A7 (£ 4 DNF,
(g —ANBT R (6] 35 B Q) 03, A8 15 0y 5 & HH BT AT ST AL AR A IO AE AR D R B T —k Aoy PTG A2 B A7 AE — A
WA v, 73 (—k Aoy)” =1,00,6=0 H o) =1 .0 {775 —ANRAE v, i3 k=0 H DNF) =1.5 DNF ,Fk ).

N THTFRATTUE AR AN AR BE kA DNF, (AR J5t 25 55 5 BRUE I & oA DNF, (R0 /INE S B AT Y S e i A ¥ ke
) DNF AR5 D k A DNF, MMINRESE. B AEAE &k 10— A ZLF4E k 9 DNF, MNRESE, T & A
DNF ARG & X5 k b k —ANILF5EM k2 DNF, A5 5 X7 ).

JITEL &k DNF , A J5 25 5 NIk A DNF, (R /N SE. O

TE OO T i Z A ) A G TR AT R pg A BT HLUE W] 55 ol A s B E I 58 4 AR [R]. B0, 3%
AT U B P A 2 B

TEIR 3. BLCONFp oA i 25 R B T 5 G 3k 4 A1 B2 A S 195 LW & 24 CNFr i) Prime Implicant,
M HAX Y kb CNFr RNl 4.

EIE 4. W DNF; A fir i@ i I BAS TRIHTECTE 2k 57 BR 2 AN SCF IHTH WU k24 DNFF Prime Implicate,
2 HAX Y k Sl DNFr /MRS,

XF TS B R G S5 I A G E A XS A HIS TR HAT BT 52 B 1~ B 4 (1 4 A B
HILFRATTA LU R 4 A e 2L

TEIE 5. % MCNF N fir 8RS E A R S8 S5 15 16 A o I-A UE 5k AT IR 2 AN 307 s B ) 1 RS
ARG & A MCNF 1) Prime Implicant, ™ HAX 4 k 3 MCNF , [F1#% /Milk2E.

(<) Wk K MCNF , 18— REEE, AT ¥ 6500 kEMCNF , ST & WA v R B k'=1. 01T k 4 MCNF,,
(¥ — AN AR, T AT MCONF , 0 1A — AN A Uk op 22 /D AR AE 1A SO i ] 1 BEREAS 2 A7 1A I
BLNT, 1% A5 HOBAE R v R A 2B AT MCNF,) =1, 1T AT k=MCNF,,.

N T FRATUE AR AN B AT kD MCONF  FIRRNAESE, U & Sl MCNF, (¥ 35 26 & AT T SaiE i R ¥ k& 2k
MCNF , [ B /INRESE AR k AN S MCONF , [f) 32 2557 WIAEAE K [l — ARV LT A3 k O MCNF, [ 3R 2505 .15, ki
/2:(1) k EMCNF,; (2) k <k HZAFQ@LLK k i MCNF, IR NMIESE TSI, k ASJ MCNF,, (F8ESE, AT A7 7E
MCNEF , 1) — A~ BB CSC 5 SR 7 S AT ) 0, 3985 A2 07 o 1 T S0 7 B dme 1 s A sRALMIN R A 5 & (AL
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NS E Nk A—o, T2 B AETE—DNIRAY vATS (k Amo) =1L B0 kY =1 H o} =0. B JRE v 2 k¥ =1
H. MCNF, = 0. JL45i8 5 k E MCNF, &, JIT LA k 3 MCNF , {f) /MR, & S MCNF, 1 3 25

(=) B kEMCNF,, NTHUER k 4 MCNF,[WRESE. RATEH RRUFZE B & A& MCNF, WS, WAELE
MCNF , I — A5 W0 o (115 k 5 07 PR SC 7 B (] 1 BER A AR SE A M AZ R Ak =k Ao, h
k Yo PO EUR 1 R A AR EA RN L, k =k Ao, ATl L. B BA D AR e 4 1 Jn i
k k= MCNF,, E o, I} ki= 03, Bl TAE RS (KR v, 2R k=100 o = 1. 53— 5 11, 1 kn—oy T A2 BT A7 AE —
MR v 13 (ka—oy) ' =1LHLE=1 H o) =0. TR =L G B LL k b MCNF,, [fifili 4.

NHE BN AR ki MCONF, (38265 IRUEW] k S MCNF , (5 /MG BT Sl AR &
MCNF, W #2150 k A& MCNF, [\ /NRESE. B A7 E k[ ANELTHE & 5 MCNF, IR INMESE, T &
MCNF [ 5.5k Nk (— IR k 5 MCNF 14 #2855 7 .

JTLA k iy MCNF , 11 32 2855 I8k 2l MCNF /AR /Nl 2. O

TEXR 6. BL MDNF, it RS 4 R 4E S5 (1438 A 5 TG 30k A PR 2 AN 307 B B ) 1 JE RS
AXMHTEC, U & & MDNF , i) Prime Implicate, HAX 4 &k iy MDNF , {14/ IMili 4.

(<) B k A MDNF , {5 IUIE MDNF y=k 5 TAERRIBE v MDNF, =1, 2 /0 A¢1E MDNF,
) 1 AT ECITCC 7 SR ) B A I 03, B 15 o) = 1, B o RRE— AN S i ] 1 RS 3 sUAERE v R #804 2L
BTk MDNF,[ARESE, T & b 220 3 o R 1A SCE sl ) 1 BEARES A 20 0T L =1, NI MDNF k.

NI FRATTUE AR N BT & i MDNF , (85 /NS, U 5 ZEAE W] & A MDNF 1A it 25 35 3 33 T S e
LR k i MDNF , (/N ESE, (B k A& MDNF , (A J5 25 3 0 AR AE b (— AR JLF AR k 4 MDNF,
(A S5 2 5 T2, kWi 2:(1) MDNF, Fk; (2) k chk BHAMEQ2) & k 5 MDNF B /NS TT 41, & AN S
MDNF , {55 B AF7E MDNF , 19— BT OB CC 7 SR ) 505 ) 03,36 AL o T O T A S0 B ] 1 BEREAS
KA IE A k288 0 8 82, T —k A o, T3l 2 B0 77 0E — AR v, 1873 (<k Ao)" =L H1, k" =0 H.
o) =1 HLME v il & k=0 H MDNF) =1. )b 45 &5 MDNF, =k 7).

FT LA k 3 MDNF , 8% /MESE, W k A MDNF , 1A 5 26 5 5.

(=) B MDNF ,Fk, FHIEW] k 3 MDNF , IREEE. FAE SR AR BE & A& MDNF, (Rl 82, 0 47 6 4
MDNF , [f)— M R (G5 AR R 5 ) 03, (5 0y 15 & BT AT S0 Bl il 1 BEREZS 28 UL 36 5 1A 4k
N, T —kAo; AT AL B0 A7 A — AN v, 8578 (—k Aoy) =1L BILE=0 H o) =1. B 7745 — AN v, i 73 £'=0
H MDNF, =1. 5 MDNF ,Fk ¥ .

NTENE RN B B k5 MDNF A 5 26 8 30 T UE W & 2 MDNF, [f 4% /Mili S BT S UE 25 AR L &
9 MDNF , [t 4% J5 28 5 2, H k AN J& MDNF 1 5Nl 8. B0 A2 AE & 11— AN BL75E k5 MDNF , [f B/ RESE, AT &
) MDNF ,f 55 5RA G2 & 305 k A k 10— A Z0F4ER k ) MDNF , 1095 JRA S5 28 25 5007 Jis

BTEL k i MDNF , i) A J5 2535 3CI & 9 MDNF , B /Ml 4. a

EIR 7. W MCNF; b A I R S8 S5 MBS T WM& BEEE k WA R 2 A 07 s el 1 AL
K& B, & &y MCNF ;) Prime Implicant, >4 HAY Y &y MCNF; IR NRESE

IR 8. W MDNF; A BAAR RS S5 MES T MATIGE Rk A B2 A7l B i 1 AL
FCIHTECE, U & ) MDNF 7 1) Prime Implicate,3 HAX 24 k Jy MDNF [F 8 /Nl 4.
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