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Survey on Large-scale Graph Neural Network Systems
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(School of Computer Science and Engineering, Northeastern University, Shenyang 110169, China)

Abstract: Graph neural network (GNN) is used to process graph structure data based on deep learning techniques. It combines graph
propagation operations with deep learning algorithms to fully utilize graph structure information and vertex features in the learning process.
GNNs have been widely used in a range of applications, such as node classification, graph classification, and link prediction, showing
promised effectiveness and interpretability. However, the existing deep learning frameworks (such as TensorFlow and PyTorch) do not
provide efficient storage support and message passing support for GNN’s training, which limits its usage on large-scale graph data. At
present, a number of large-scale GNN systems have been designed by considering the data characteristics of graph structure and the
computational characteristics of GNNs. This study first briefly reviews the GNNs, and summarizes the challenges that need to be faced in
designing GNN systems. Then, the existing work on GNN training systems is reviewed, and these systems are analyzed from multiple
aspects such as system architecture, programming model, message passing optimization, graph partitioning strategy and communication
optimization. Finally, several open source GNN systems are chosen for experimental evaluation to compare these systems in terms of
accuracy, efficiency, and scalability.
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KL, Roc K —Fhah & gi FESE, X WA HEAT 3 245 BEOK B AR A% S A AE I R B 28 R 2 I, RIS B2 S84 T

FEAS T RIS AR N AZAF A AE EHLA AR E GPU M, LU KR B b D Hodls A iAo b ok dat 7 4 LU s KR
JEHBIRADAT IR GPU A A7 H (R e A i — A S BRI P A7 B . e o SRS AN (U T GPU 896 [ A7l ¢ LA
B N VLT ]t 28 9 4 K DR/, SR T e T P o 6 X 2% 28 45 A FRO . TR P A L i 0TS 50 oA S
i A S MU I, A T BRI A AT SRAR. XA RAEVH IR B, TG 25 I A7 A 1 LU JS
R A o S T 5K . RAT 24 IR 2 R A1 OO Bl e i A B4 P o AR i i) ANAE GPU L7 R 95K B | B
ARSI I AR, TR B REAN IS AR T 105 Ja — A, KA A T 4 21 g /. A BRAR XE T34
A, BRI o A SR TR e N P PR DR /ISR b S ) LA R G A A7 ek 2 AR B8 20 R DA B8l A R AT 55 ik
A g /M TR AT LUt KA B T80 % .
54 ZEERAR

R S T R PR S A R M A 2 A, T AN [ T B8 7 T 03 22 S SRR, e B 0 A £ ) 1 A3 )
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BE A2 I T00 0 U ) AR IR 50 P A 48 b T, X 4% R B0™ T 0 U7 ) AN ) R, T A 6 ) % 1 U AR T
TO0 553 10408 J5, it DA w9 T00 skt 1) 40 J (0 U I AR S Bl BT, AE A7 U B0 R, AU I U5 1) 4% 7 KK =)
TAE T8, JF FL v B T A1 408 00 i 45 D K, S8 et v B T RS ) G20 5 1) F S 4 77 R T R R I T e, B
ey &

i — A0 L A ARV AR AN BT s, A8 A 2R A7 — 4 B 008 T ) 40 J SR AR AR £ J A B4, SR T A v
28 W LA TR i U7 ), W] LANG: v (48 AR 70 e BRI AN 43 DX e, 3, AT USRS g D JEA T A 0E I v B8
(AR 07 [ A, 1B, R v (4R 8 BORAR K, WUATAE v IIARJE 10 2 A A0 22 2k BRI A7 A AR, ok T 33k
AT SE L AL, T DA SE S B S SR DAL A TR IR E B, AT 8 — N TR R TR E A R A7

AliGraph $2 TS v 7E & B 3 00N 5 408 Fo 500 R0 H 5 408 Jon 4 1) LU, 48 b i o TSR A (B AS B A7 K
e, NEEAR AR S N T TR v B U7 () RT3 40 B i i T A7 IO v = 2R I APl A, JIr LA A5
TH I ECAE R T — AR 0 BB I, T s (1S A 2R A7. H AT O SRIRE W, ZEBMEN 0.2 TS UL T, REYESRAT A
YDA FEAY 2 T B p AR Al B4, 9 L, A7 S 360 U 1 T %) o S 1t IR R 23 A, 1l o B A D B T
PSS EEEMEARUE. XA I B AT /D B E T B m] S LA R 1Y)tk 3 AR
55 BEaRXiEAR

TEE P B 25 (1 2R, GPU 1A 80R X T-42 7k B 22 G 22, KR % T K2 L. B ] GPU A4 3
B T, K BB A A JCVE A N2 31 GPU A, BRIk ] LUK I T 5AE BR A (5 BEEAT V143 2D BRI & —F
R TR 20 DX 5 X, I B0 2 0 e, mT LW B EAT 20 AR 2. T — AN I B B, E o N
116 SR 00 et JB PN 0 T e B, AR 5 AR S R Bkt I 14 T i A B AT U S A jia TR B B, S5 P AR 4
FI 0 T s 6] o ) B Sedh A7 5 A VT A ORI T i e, B 7 i BRI 43 5 v, TR DIRI A IX . 1A G143 X
R 2o DR A T LU FH - B P I 462 [ 43 X SR s

P 8 X 08 085 T A3 S TR PR IR 5 A 0 T 4% 5 00 5 SR AR ) VR A R A VR VR 50—, I EL TS 3 LA
P, BEAN TG RS —FF, AITA3E 23 A U B0 M LSS T 5 R4 1A S 380 P 43 [X . Roe SR I AE £k Ze PRI
VAR ] DL F ARG 3 IX . AE BRI I 2 R RN ZRI B, 2 ) — Pl A, F e 4 N B 3T B &
W) 28 S5 A (PR T IR TR). D T 3RAZ AT B oH 22 I 8 45 4 (I8 AT I 1 B, RRASBE A BE A0 5 5 I IAH DG (R REAE,, 2t 1) v T
AL B, A& S50 EAR D HRRE, TP AT iR GPU WAFUT M B, 78I Rk AR A, Roc il FH A A 24
FH R TIN5 SRR E ST I I 3 DX, A FE B I 1] 4 DX AT HEAT AN R, FE RN ZRak ARG R, T I (R S B A7 I
PR A 32 (] B 43 DX R Y, R 8 3 gt /M SE a4 1) 5 TR0 3 AT s [V 22 [V] f1 28 S ok B 37 Pl AN A 284 . S50
T L 2R [ 1) B 43I 5 2 2 i L IRAT ) B 43 DX SRS o 1.4 5.
5.6 FEHSRERKAEAR

B KA P 4o 22 P 28 N AP AT I Bk, AN 1T 25 T ZFMRAEIR, I PEAHI IR T % R RAE IR . B9
R TG AR, EIRhE ML R =8 2 M RERC R, R T B e R R R FR 100 DT s g Do 28
LI Sy r I (1 P AR A U AR 2 RGO T DS b, B R ANOE Zebri. FRAT VR VL B R AEAR
A LA R ZR AN 2 B2 T B A7l 5 AR B R T ) B, G R GRS 2 R B WL A R AR B AR, R4
JT A P (167 P A AR A IR SR FE AR 0 1 B Ao 22 W 405 A T S 24 B4R . R 48 NeuGraph. DGL R A T3 B &
F AR KT D HP ) B TR B T K (1) P AT E, BRI T A L A% . by R A0 2 1 v A% o o R 847 P4, ml LU
MEAAHAR, RYE AliGraph £ H T E B FE b, b o B2 T &0 b AT SR A7 SR v 549 s 2 IR )9 B A 32,
AT LR R RSN 43, K TRl — 43 DX A B IO skt 2 I B 0 R RT RS 22, AT 9 A% R4, O 1P -5 6 3, 17 22
REXM T EA RGN E 5 X AR, Ho Roe SR FH 2 ERNEA B 43 X, ACK TSR SR 1E TR &, i©
S A O MR, B T IR 22 P45 1R A A1 I 5. ZER R GPU IR I 2R, NeuGraph [FAT S48 8 1) 1 5
7735 Roc KRN BB RT3 4 W AR B0 7 A a9 /> GPU 5 BN SR8 4, ik if i MEuSE %
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GPU HATAbHE NeuGraph
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Z LA EnGN
B T i PR AliGraph
T o S P Euler
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Roc
2R [ T B 4 X AGL
{45 X153 5 Gk i B
T
? AR PSGraph
THIZE B E

B9 PRl s 8- RGO R
6 SEILPES

6.1 LWRE

ARSI TR I B A 22 2% 2 48 Buler. PyTorch Geometric. DGL LA M AliGraph #H/THC ', I N A4k EE
WA R GERe. T A ARG SLI0 s AT T M A SL 560 B 4 CPU: Intel(R) Core(TM) 17-7800X; 14T A7
64 GB; GPU: NVIDIA Corporation Device GT 1080x2; f17: 11 GB. [ R SEIIEAT THT B =°F & S50l sl
KA L AT BGRAZE ML GON. EER JIM4 GAT. LU AN 2% 3 5030 GraphSAGE. A SC ) SE 56 %
BAg TR 2.

K2 LHKE

IR E SR f NAE
CPU Intel(R) Core(TM) i7-7800X @ 3.50 GHz
WATF 50 GB
R NVIDIA Corporation Device GT 1080x2
HIREWEEE Euler PyG DGL AliGraph
Bt ok Cora Citeseer Pubmed Google
ok GCN GAT GraphSAGE

B AL (1 B S A0 F%: Cora. Citeseer. PubMed™3 N5 S 28 ¥irda g . Reddit 4128 9 2% $dfa 4 L & Web-
Google $dfi 4 . Jx S dfn 45 15 I 138 3. 3 AR/ 5| 3T 48 3 42 A 1B ML R Geiik. o 7 R oA
KERGHITTY ek, AR Web-Google $di4E, 3£\ LA 5 300 ZET0 AUbR2E Tl 2.

6.2 IR

AN AT B P2 B 2 R GEREAT T MR, 158, 18 SORF B 48 I 48 SR T JRUUR 10 S rh 2 (L R RS ff 4 4

RHEL, 5IVEZR G0 TSI WA B AT LA, DATG UF MDY 28 40 111 20 1) o 28 Do) 8 T () A 2. X LA A Rt 2 HR &R
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N 25 I SVE R TR e A A 2y s A AR (I LORS B2 B 5 Js0e SCREA OR B B 28—, IR SO NP R AT ksl e
WA £ A0 Y I TDEAT LA, DAIE W AR SERITERE, A 19022 5, RSO RN SRk 1 10 YOsAT e iR 45 2R il
LTSI A5 R, WS P IRAE T R S ML EOR AT R B =, AR AN RN 25 e T Tk
(K] GCN HBERURE FE (¥ 52 0, 18 SCR A/ RN 375Kk 70 A I 25 GON BERY, K 45 R L Atk I 2 (KRS 1 L0 A T
XTEE. VY, A IPE AR GERIAF il AR, 10 S0 SR ZR G0V B o 28 o S AR I £ A AT R, 55 T, 1R ST x 201 5K
RGEAT S, LA UESC AT ek, KA P fof 22 199 265 1K) I b A0V 2 A 2R S BL, TS T 0 Al sUR R, g
TRAEY FE A 7 T S B P I 2 i AR S RE 1 7 2R AR

R3O ARG L

G/ S Cora Citeseer PubMed Reddit Web-Google
Rip=t 2708 3327 19717 232965 875713
b} 5429 4732 44338 11606919 5105039
FHIE 1433 3703 500 603 300
Byt P b 513 % #EAZ 4% P 5

6.3 HR5H

(1) ¥5%. & 3 j#7r T DGL. PyTorch Geometric fl Euler X 3 MRS/t 3 N4 Cora. PubMed.
Citeseer™ I 25 K M2 M 48 503 GCN. GAT. GraphSAG-mean RIS, K H 5 5030k SR A6 S0 (RS B Aont
Ll a4 ] LUR IR R Z 05 L T, 148 RGN ZRAR B FRRS B O 22 /1N T~ 0.01, S0 25 JB0UE T R 24Pk,
JRUG T8 ST P i 48 X 2 A5 Y A T SR L AE 42 TensorFlow B REATINZE, SRA M EAL LK. DGL 5
PyTorch Geometric & FH [ /& 1 B AL 1658, Euler SR FH 12 BATR AR Lo IR T S AL I AR, 346 Ao ST 20 S 56 1 %]
PREE )48 1A T ST AT BT, AR08 LU IAT B U ATE B8 50 1 b 90 7R 5002 b IR AR AR 1003 4. X i 45 IR A% R 1 2
WA PRIE R G R T BEAl, o4 RGURZ IR T L4

4 AFERGAEA R B IR 0 2% SEROR E (%)

G/ A B AR T SORS E DGL PyTorch Geometric Euler

GCN 81.5 81.0 (0.5) 80.2 (1.3) 80.7 (0.8)

Cora GAT 83.0 83.0(0.0) 82.0 (1.0) 82.0 (1.0)
GraphSAGE - 82.9 78.0 83.4

GCN 79.0 79.0 (0.0) 81.4 (2.4) 79.1 (0.1)

PubMed GAT 79.0 78.8 (0.2) 80.0 (1.0) 78.9 (0.1)
GraphSAGE - 78.3 80.1 81.7

GCN 70.3 70.8 (0.5) 714 (1.1) 70.8 (0.5)

Citeseer GAT 72.5 70.6 (1.9) 72.8 (0.3) 72.0 (0.5)
GraphSAGE - 70.4 70.8 71.3

(2) Mfig. AL XL T PyG-CPU, DGL-CPU, Euler X 3 N 244 GCN I GAT $Lidk Lk, s i
T Cora. Citeseer. PubMed”*iX 3 M 4R, AN KR SE12 47 200 4 epoch. 4 T A, AT 2 Go il 25 it it ¥ i
KEHIF. Seggt AP 10 Fis. DGL. Euler 7E8 K& PubMed %dli g M BE W BAL T PyG, L8 H A IHILF
DGL [¥17H Bl R AR, FEA 28 W24 HT 1] v 55 v od ok v ) ¥ JEL e SRR 1) s TO S A B LK 3. DGL Ay
FH P BB 5 1 N g ity iR AR, AR AL 22 B A 2 I A, 3 RIS BRAIG T A7 U7 I AT, Aok T 1 R DT THT
(FIHR3. Buler F 00T i 14 N b ORIk, Ab IR AR 52 %, DR 3RAT 1OF T A B5cdis A B AE 485K 1 20 ok AT
5 S A e et R AN B R G, Ak T BB AR, Buler FIJR)Z BB 3LAL T B AE G4 45 44: AliasTable
H PartialSum, K4 & 532 Hh 5 s B 10 SRAE B R 1R IR ) 52 2% BE Bl O(1) A1 O(log(NV)), $2  T 7E KBS R 46 111
PERE.
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PyG-CPU & DGL-CPU & Euler
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. R S8 A B OB IR 7 B AR AR R, 670 RU4ERE b AR R I, SRS B AN R /N 2 AN B S48 A2 T T
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NS IFAT N7 2R 5 T3k 7k GON BEZNS K B0, T2 (] 75 15 11 B A5 090 29 48 FH 1 2 /) ik e 138
TR ITVE, BT VE A LA T o A SNSRI b TS v GON BN 2R J0AN ), A8 F 2 A i i e &
TR, Horh R A AR B R L R T TR PR A TR A S TR RRRAE ), T AR AR R B R TR VR
G5t JT CATCIEAE A0 A R G vh E4A0 FH fE#E B0 R N BRI 4R GON. H T KZ B R AR A M gy ik
o - i% Single @i Distribute %Z Xﬂ‘@ EF‘)%?%%E%E‘JE@%&% k Bﬁ@ﬂ% E/‘J;i%ﬁéy
TR MR BR B R B i) B N Rt — AN, SR 55T
BT IR AR SO BB M 45 GCN 34T
SEH, 78 Euler R4 L LGER T BEBYLE SRpLAN 23 A0 A1 O
TIZAT 200 > epoch REMLIABAGHERL. SCI0 45 R UEl 12
FioR, RN CERE L R BRI 7 A Ik GON,
T RAR FEIEAT k B4R R s R AR
FERSAER REAE T 3 AN &R EIC T ARSI T 1)
BOR.
(3) WAAIHFE. 2% 5 lLE T DGL. PyTorch Geometric
K12 GON b5 oA =ORS B L] Al Euler 1X 3 MR 41 4 44l % Cora. PubMed.
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Citeseer™. Reddit LIl Z: &I ME M %8 57 GCN. GAT (W AR RE. A T RE%F B S, FT A 2 4811 25 1 St %
A I 38 g S A 25 AT LUK I, DGL (7 B Al A BARAGT R T BE R, B4R T WA T T I3 REGMIAE
i S 2% B 1T L T IR bl i, 3 B i 22, B 2R I 4 I 5 2L R o )9 OB 22 . 7E R 35 18] Reddit |-, PyTorch
Geometric Y% GCN B )N TR FE L DGL 19 4.5 1%, 3 HAE I Z: GAT B HUZ AT A 77, Buler RELERIAE
FH# /M) batch_size Z244, HUAK A AFIAE/N, HILYIZRH ) /& DGL 1) 24 fi.

#5 RGN 200 4 epoch HINAETEFE (GB)

Kt 4R N7 DGL PyTorch Geometric Euler

GCN 0.91 038 057

Cora GAT 031 0.51 0.90

GCN 043 0.51 112

PubMed GAT 0.47 0.51 0.91

. GCN 0.38 0.51 0.47

Citescer GAT 0.47 0.73 0.72

, GCN 9.47 42.93 516
Reddit

GAT 4591 PA A3 H 4.02

(4) ATy R AR ELAT 20 A N AP M 4% R 48 AliGraph BEAT 52, 0 HAE 80 JTANTI A 500 J7 43U
Google ¥4 P EIlZk GCN B8 —A> epoch JIT if I 18], 525632 4T B HL 2 F- &5 (16 4N715 45; CPU: Intel Xeon
(Cascade Lake) Platinum 8269CY; iZ4T W £%: 16 GB). AliGraph 3% FH LLTH 25k thuo R4 FRAR 5 ) SR FH 45 Wy AL 70 A
JE VLR E AT, RATAE KB IR LG B0, BEN 6 A2 Pl A 20 10 S AR TR S B A 5 1) f 825, it /2 B P R
T AR JE AT B AT, /0 T AR IT A, i — D4R T KRGk ge. Wil 13 R, S8 UE B B ML 2000 3,
AliGraph BESHLIE AL VE I LE. (R, 20 AU oL N B TS50 58 & 7 B 1 5 S8R 598 347 1 B AL 34,
BT BAE TR, I BEAR SRS 2 R IUR AR S5 VTS, JLUNZRE B S ML ZAH LE OB H AN B . L2 |
SEKE. AR & 48 DGL F PyTorch Geometric 76 #8122 KB T SEIG LR Rl § B2k, SR8 /T ThT 8
ZF& (GPU: NVIDIA P100x8; 5it77: 16 GB; CPU H77: 480 GB). Sz46% H Reddit %#i 424 5% GraphSAGE L
BEATIR, XA RGAEA R GPU $& FillZk 30 4 epoch IR E] HEAT0 3%, 1&] 14 7R, DGL b PyG BA H T
(1 BE, 15 PyG 1A SELF () aT 4 1, R THRE sl Bt i bk e - 5 n 25

18000 600 -
o PyG o DGL
13500 | 450 |
E 9000 g 300 |
= =

4500 | 150 |

0 0 : : ’

2 4 8 16 1 2 4 8

Number of computation nodes Number of GPU
& 13 Aligraph YIZ5—A> epoch JiT 75 i [A] Kl 14 SpHLZRAY IR LG (PyG vs. DGL)
7B &

AT ST A G T IR 2R I 235 PR R T, Ok St TR R TR 2 0 ¢ SRR PR o SRS EAT T 4, DR IRTEEM T T
VRl e 2 0 22 1 2 D R AR AN SO DA TR 22 M 20 R LAl T PR IR, JF X IREE R R GT AN . Ab B L)
PARACHNS R G855 FIVESE 2 AN BEEAT p M AL &5, B4 T B PR 2 I 48 R GE 10 2 AL B, S5 A H
BT K T IR AR G AE T BUAT 70 A SRR W 28 RGO AT 2. e iR ST i b 0 &, R ELBRAT B e b 2 R 4
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PIAEAE LT T, [ It AR RIS ) 8 5, H 2R G R (0 A T MR T B Bl FHE 2L, DA Bt it
HEZREE R BEA 28 I 25 R S T — R AL, (RSB0 B4R (R A0 TR vy 2o A U A, K U RE 4L
iR ARG, B2 T A B M RGP R R, =, BT RG IR MR IFAT 575,
FFANE HY T3 T3l T VA P AR 46, AR SO SE0 A I, SR XA IFAT V507 3020 2 T3 7 i A AR I 45 14
YIRS RE 5. 58 =, K 23 DA A AR 7 B S AR e ML RE MK OB DN 3%, A5 H AT AR 48 LR A3 1 g T
SR Z AL, I T A FEREAS THAH, (X P A AE 3R KAL)
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