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Recent Progress of Concurrency Bug Detection in Operating System Kernels
SHI Jian-Jun, JI Wei-Xing, SHI Feng

(School of Computer Science and Technology, Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: Concurrency bug detection is a hot research topic in the area of programming language and software engineering. In recent
years, researchers have made great progress in concurrency bug detection of applications. However, as operating system (OS) kernels
always have high concurrency, complex synchronization mechanisms, and large scale of source codes, researches on concurrency bug
detection of OS kernels are more challenging than applications. To address this issue, researchers have proposed various approaches to
detect concurrency bugs in OS kernels. This study first introduces the basic types, detection techniques, and evaluation indicators of
concurrency bug detection, and the limitations of existing concurrency bug detection tools in OS kernels are discussed. Then, researches
on concurrency bug detection in OS kernels are described from four aspects: Formal verification, static analysis, dynamic analysis, and
combination of both static and dynamic analysis. Some typical approaches are comprehensively compared. Finally, the challenges of
concurrency bug detection in OS kernels are discussed, and the future research trends in this field are prospected.

Key words: operating system; multithreading parallel; concurrency bug; defect detection

B TRV BOR A R, 2 AR 5 I R MR T Z M TR RS RIT RSP 2 ALK IR
SCHRAT T BE 51 2% T A8 A K 0 R B IR R Bl R & SR PP BUR G B N — R AN (I AT IS B 2 R R

* KL 050 H 1 2018 4F Tl HLIB M 61T % i TAR- LMVAMUIR 95 5 Dok APP 52 182 F T b T35 ~F & MR
Foundation item: 2018 Industrial Internet Innovation and Development Project—The Project of Industrial Internet Platform Test
Bed for Industrial Microservice and Application Deployment
71?133 THT 11 =l fify 2 P O 0P R DR e 7 2 5 B R TR 24 O R R ARV R B L 1 B LRI AR A R R DA R T e R
WA B[] : 2020-09-14; & SCi [R]: 2020-10-26; K I []: 2020-12-14; jos 7£ £k H kit I 8]: 2021-01-22

© TEBREEEEIEDT  htp/ www. jos. org. cn



LA B AR A G M R AR M AT R R 2017

Gt Tt 2 ) 3 i BRI A B AR R 9, A 1985 4E~1987 AFE AR, P E 4 B WA Therac-25 BT %
#M, 2003 42 [ A AL X 1 K 52 g fEP, 2012 4F Facebook 43 & [ 1PO b il (¥ ¥ 12 2 TG 1 246 5 454
RGBT 2 R IR R PAT B G, I R R A A D DR A A M DL BB, 9 R R R I RIME K A L R AT
T 5 i 152 B DR e 41,

B FEN U R AR BEAT 7 K EFE A IR T — L8 RO I R A IR 1 it 0 45 IR R A RAR T L R 4 iR i
fo FERAES RTINS W 58 A SCA ST I R i R A AH DG IR ATE 5. B AT, R0 20 X I T 8 e e U ) F 90 A
F B R AR R PR T, B 2R 8 A A% A S AR P R SR I B, — BUR AR IR R AR S BUIR S R
Wiy Z G0 N A R TR RS AL PR 2 B RIE AL A A BB A o b A BEAL AR B
FEER I AR (M 2 T2 T BE AL 5 0E R G A I R A R IR AT 50 A8 79 B0 I IR A BE 4 384 R 8 9 AZ IR AR RIS 1 K
JEHARTTIRIRAE RGN AZ, 0 Linux WAZ B 1991 48 K AT 24, B 70 A 7E A BR & M IR T A JL RIJT R Mgk, HE&
T ZAKAR BEARFE H, 40 Linux kernel v5.0 FIARAG & CL4 234 2 600 % 547 . 52 2% AR AL 45 F4 F JE K ) A
R HRAE FR G0 A% G R R A I ) 7 A TR K K Pk . BT b AR 22 T T 80 P R 3 20 9 R ke 1) 7 425, 9
AR EEH TRIERGNIZ IR ARG BEAE S 3hA8 0. TR SR 5 0 T R K e,
RN R TR Z H THRAE RG WAL I R R A iR 5 .

AR SR HRAE RS8P AZ ROF R B R A AR SC OB FERE4T T )2 A, B SE7E IEEE. ACM. Web of Science.
Springer. Elsevier. DBLP. Google Scholar F1 CNKI &5 SCHHE P R % 51 S h i TR R A R R 98508
7 5 “kernel/os concurrency”kernel/os deadlock”“kernel/os race”*kernel/os atomicity violation”1“kernel/os
order violation™4&, S8 J& X K R F (118 3B — BEAT It 108, 25 B 0 L8 5 R4 3R 48 I AZ ORI I SRt R A T AN AH 5% (R I
FAR S, F I I 3K L0 SR AR 5 LA FB 3 % SCHRHEAT #h 78, i 45 ) 5 1848 R G0 A% O R B DR A DU AH G IO BT 5
WO LR T E T ORI A S A 1B O, B 2003 2 2 4, 58 T AE R G0 % 10 I AR 70 Bk 1K
s I 2016 4E LR K& R AE ASE. OSDI. SOSP. ATC. S&P W&k 2>l e CH H 21k 12 5.

4 -
ks

2+

N

7
g
0 % Z %z

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2

AR
SRR R R R

SUNRERRRERRRRRR
SRR

PR
SRR
SRR
SRR

SN
SN
NN
SN
SR
SRR

=

18 2019 2020
Fig.1 Literature distribution of concurrency bug detection in OS kernels
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completion_lock, %% j5 1% 3K H. /54 c->alloc_sem,ifi Thread2 4G3%HL T E s c->alloc_sem, 3 iE K H e sl c->
erase_completion_lock, A T i i T FE4.

Thread 1

Thread 2

int j{fs2 garbage collecl pass(...) {
;ij.inilock(&c-\/cras & completi onilock);'—\

mutcxilock(&c&allociscm);‘__/
H

int j{Is2 garbage colleel pass(...){

mutex lock(&e->alloc sem);
spin_lock(&c->erase completion lock),

H

Fig.2 An example of deadlock in Linux kernel v3.0.32
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Thread 1

Thread 2

nlmelnt init(...) {

nlm bind host(...);
increment nlmsve timeout;
‘\

S

Expected Order lockd...) {

if(!nlm_timeout)
4 nlmsve timeout=nlm_timeout*11/;
4

Wrong Order }

Fig.3 Anexample of data race in Linux kernel v3.10.66
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spin_lock(&vmpr->sr lock); Expected Order vmpr->scanned=0,
scanned=vmpr->scanned; 7 spin_unlock(&vmpr->s1_lock);
spin_unlock(&vmpr->sr loglk)?

, reclaimed*scale/scanned; -, \’}\'[ ;(;ng Order

Fig.4 An example of atomicity violation of Linux kernel v3.12.36
Kl 4 — Linux kernel v3.12.36 ) i 7~ % 51 2 451

Thread 1 Thread 2

int _request_firmware load (...) { ssize tfirmware loading store (...) {

device create file(...);

kobject uevent(...) mutex lock(&fw lock),

lixpected Order list del init(&bul=pending list);
/I mutex unlock(&tw lock),

mutex lock(&fw lock), /- - Wrong Order
list_add(&buf->pending_ list, &pendmg fw_head);
mulex_unlock(&fw_lock), 1

Fig.5 An example of order violation in Linux kernel v3.11.10
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Fig.6 Distribution of data races in Linux kernel modules (2011~2015)
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Fig.7 Distribution of concurrency bugs over categories in Linux kernel (2011~2019)
7 Linux WRZ &R R IF A 1R 10 93 A 1 OL(2011 4E~2019 4F)

1.2 HEEREMGE

BEXSAN R I R B 1R SR A B 0N BRI R B R R Al BIL 1R HH R 5 6 T SR . BRSNS A0S i
SRR T — R T IR RS R A I ) 7 .

FEB A R B H TR 4 DNEARRAMH TR AR REA ISR AE P SR A SR B A AR ) 7 A
T 11 8 AR A5 R P, B8 S A A 75 A7 W U YO 08 PR M AR HE AT A U 4 Williams 25 A\ POVEE -t R R | R
SRR PR A AR 43 b B M 2 HY Java FE AR AY ) lock-order &, 328 17 K 2 lock-order B HP & 15 77 £E 38, B 1746 3,
AT B A7 FE R B AE B il 2 B AR 2 HFFE N ROSRE T — R 51 B 15 T DA R AIK ZE ARG T A R i AR AR A
DeadlockFuzzer®Fl MagicFuzzer!®1i i 51y 25 8 J& 43 1% 10 77 9 DU VAR 00 38 B B0 M08 30 2 75 2 2L 1E (R BT 43

© HFBIERAIEIFIDN  hipsswww. jos. org. en



LA B AR A G M R AR M AT R R 2021

G, TG PG T ZEAIRG I 1 1 41 .

B T8 4 DRI 5 X R AR R VT A AR AT @R, A T = B R R SR A R AR 3 MR KA AR
AN G H T Happens-before(HB) 2 & Al Lockset 84 5% A T 404 35 A0 0. HB ¢ R 2 — /M- H1 Lamport
T 1978 4 H R AP i 5 0% 3R, 8 s 16 FE 38 AT A R R AN 1 22 I £ 56 2R B AN S 2 B S 3R
AT WP AE [ — 26 T2 P, SR R BRAT I3 A2 BB A1TD R 26 1 508 I DL 4 5 (9.7 75 A [F] 1) 26 R v, 3 1 P 4047 D
S BB AT 2R R R 25 %o B0 U IR A R B 0 A AR AE B S R R LR R TL R T2, 2888 T1 R 1 a b T4k 7%
T2 AR b BAT B4 DG FF a e T34 b IR FB3 R U7 i BUR.F Ik, B HB X R HMF—F LG
RAM R AR FMAERA HB KR, RN IR FE M RAAE A IR F RN U T R — A=
i, HH A D — AR SR, WA TE ST S 2 A B AT U5 19 B AT R AP AE B 32 4 2 T HB SR R IR 32 4
R T Lk A2 3 T b5k S BE S 41 RACEZBO LA 5l 254 bk 11 7 70 M 45 R 5 (K138 AT 479, L A HB 56 R ik
1T B8 75 4 A6 1% 5 105 R FH SR REATL A DA A0 8 B TR0 2 R U A7 R 1 1032 1T IS P4 . Lockset B it — AN =
2% 0 P 9 R A 00 ) 5005, B e T 1997 4R A T — AN Sh A OB 55 4+ R T Eraser™H. Lockset #{ 255
YRR O AR R BRI R T BT IR A R R — AU B BB N R e AN B AN R AR IR R
Vil 7 — >N AFALE, R O] REAT 7 B8R 35 4 5L T HB S8 R AR T Lockset 59 1) — AN 8 2L X 7E T, /i % 7T LA
F A BB A R A [R5 WL 2 18] ) 56 2R T i 3 A SR SN 82 B 2. B AR LK 1 HB 9Kk RSN Lockset
BAR B Tl DA Bh o R N SAEAT SR A % R W 25 B ) L A (4 5 3 = 0 TN R X X B AR T i —
AR FE A AL A BE W% B 4 3 T O & BRI 0 b in O’ Callahan 28 AR %% HB % R %% 5 Lockset
BIUAE SR 454 BEAT 3 R A A, 5 B 4R ] Lockset £i4E B0vE M LA BEAR R IR .4 THE S0 Lockset 4
FEZIR T 3B ARS8 R . IR R B 1 1) 8, RELAY B3 LocksmithB75 20K Lockset 4
EE T 8 B 0T BOR b 34T R R BRI, R TR R R R AR T 2% R Whoopt® I Fi F 4% 5 Xt
Lockset 84 7 8 5032, hor 1 4% IR B2 7 o 19 9 A%, (619 Lockset B A2 BVE B BB 47 I ml 7 e 14 A 21 T
BZ IR R.

iR e 48] % e ) 95 S SR P D DR T P X, S Ko JBE T X 4 4 AT R A, B T 2 T K A R A
53 R VAN G 8 A T I 5 VR R B R R 1 X, R B . B A S
IR e o 7 AE B T T 1k 3 91 4. 0 CTrigger 3 3o 2 24547 1 2R R 11 132 ik i JRTT BE 22 10 Ji 1 1k 3o 4 e 12 1260
EPAJ J5 ¥t B 25 40 M1 I % LR AR I TS AT B 3T 1 900 A6 1 JF A 75 79 4 T S 11 7 ek 2 A BT,

1.3 HEBIRENFENITENIERR

FNT— IR EERA I J7VE IR I FE bR B R AR L U AR RIS 0 T R AR AR e A I B 1 A IR R
% T 5 7 A TR R A o I Bl SR AR R BR ARG, 2 B A 0 20 SR A e s R 3 2 4 5 o A A T U A A e U B 1)
IR AR B G A AR DU R 5 1 T 26 R R 2 TR ER AR 00 2250 SR o e A ) 3 5 i A I R A iR A T 3o R T A 9 1
B 5] 46 5% 00 BT ) s Jot 6 00 7 v B 25 5 I FH T S B i AR P S AR 2 A,

78N GUTE v I AR R A T T L B0 7R BEAE IR R A . R S A G W 5 2 1) i DAASUAEET 4 SR P & S
AN T VEAR A R ARAS HEAT 55 0 A T A, B BUR (0 IRAR B AR B T ARG R AR LE B iR R AT SR
M LT RSB AT S BOR IR BB = R 2R R 8 S R W RBUR b BN SO AT R
AT 55 5 ¥ PR AR I B R AR R 28 SR, 3 338 00 T #5245 23 AT (14 BF () 60 2 () 4 A W0 3 55 4 AR 08 Bl s o0 i 7
AT LA H S BRaz AT I R AR AE (9 9 R B R, R AR FR AR AR B T AR TR B BT A I BT B R TR R R
. 3 7L S ASTRAE . 3h AV FE S 7 VR BB AT I R A R R B AN R — AR TSR — R IR IR R . RIR R
2, HIB AT DRI R EE A 7 2.

2 MBHRERENFZRNERME

B IR Y G B R AR R T A R G AL A B RS IR RV 2 bk XSS T B AN RE B T AE R 4

© TEBREEEEIEDT  htp/ www. jos. org. cn



2022 Journal of Software kfF 4% Vol.32, No.7, July 2021

PR ) I R A AR I, 55— 5 1D, B BTIR 2 AZ T R SUARTE T {2 48 FH B A% G R B R A T2 B 4 Linux
W FESUG I T B Lockdep®®®. pyfEedr T H KASANEY BOM R T B SyzkallerU U554 35 4 k6 I T F
KTSANMHEEHR L LE AR AR A IR 1 458 1 2R 45 P A 3 58 A 0 F 0 7 477 T s K P b

21 MRARBFEHLERENSTERRME

A RGN AZAE R R AR 52 38 4, XA F 2 30 38 S R P, 3 91 R R A Y e FE AR S R AR £
TR AR g R AR R B R B TRE RGP FEERA L LA ST,

1) BAE RGN LAY FIUAE K 52 24 B2 - L Linux PO AZARAD 51, JL AR D B M5 41 % A1 B 00 147 38 om 21 20
TERIPE T 2 AT JE R HIA D B 2 3 B 7 R 07 25 20 A I TR0 TS B AS K 773 Trace WS A0 43 A7 1 s i) 2
V) 48 I 0. 573 — D T Linux YA AR A (07 45 44 4 EL 05388 37 P R 3 S0 O B 40 L K 1 8 5 SO T Ak 3
64 ,goto & 7] KB B I E £ . 40 Linux kernel v4.15 (14805 i B0k 1) 2 500 £ 7547, 11 H H (9 goto 15 A) A 8 i
15 J3AT, %€ LB H R £k 210 £ 75 5%

2) BeAE RGN A BRR M B RE N ZAE DR AR T 545 &5 BT S 4T AR R R
% 0] T SRR 5 4 3l 45 4 A 0 Tt Pint 2R Valgrind 3145 J5 5 x4 22 45 9 A% 30 AT A R0 347 1
B T4 290 N A0 S5 22 BB R 4204, 41 Linux P9 A% Hh S B RO B 22 4460 & ARML. X86. Alpha 25t it
30 ZFhL R, N T SLELX A R 40 T 35 R 40 I AR I3 S e 4%, 10 75 B e AL BRI SR

3) BEME RGN D JFIE R 2 2 #E: UL Linux A E1 39 10 [R5 B B T S Fatilml (A iEst. B F
By S BT 85, B AR . TR TR ARG S 2SR LALLM B Linux PZREE 10K N A%
Bi(big kernel lock, i #% BKL)A - -5 %7 (read-copy-update, & #X RCU)Z5: ML BKL T LA & A N % 1 7
A CPU AT T WA H.RCU MUK T = T X TR B B HUR, & U 2 AN 50 AN 'S 2 1 1] I R X, 32
T RV I BRI AR RGN IR 2 [F P RS, LR RCU A1 BKL AL, 75 S 2 P o 48 F e 20 Rt
1R 22 51X B0 [R] 25 JFUE FH 9% (1) H & 4 0 U T 2 49t 7 FH R P 20 1) R A A W T 2L il il

4) HAE RGN A WOHL R R B 2R G A IR R A B 4, SR T, R AL A RN AR R A R 4
W% 2 BRI R AT I R AR 45 SR S 2 — D7 T, BR T 0 I AL R (K 2R R 1T B 2 5 1R I PO A% 2R R A8 A
17, I 3 R I R AR 573 — 7 T, AR W AR 2 1) 2R R 2 8D R B A7 78 I R TR I, PO AR TE R N 5% AR 9 T A0 A% O R 48
IR S R WA R

5) ZRFE IR R R MO E M e & R P R P AR R A% LR R I B T LA 4y e o R B A 32 B A
o AE £ ) T BE o 2R AR (BT 8]y 45 R B 2R R T B A A VR 2 A Bh AR AR R e HR A ik
LR AE S48 & 1E AR T AL S AT IR AR S G 2R 72 IR Uk A LG F 37 A2 e 51 2R 4 9 A% 2R 2 1A 158 O AN o 12
SEREIN T IR R AR RN AL
22 BIERGNZPHLERENTAENERME

HAl FEHE RB NP ER TR Z AT X W AZ AT 308 W3R DA R IR SR A 0 1) T B 40, Linux P9 A%
I FEAUR I T B Lockdep. Linux A% W 7E4% R8I T2 KASAN. Linux A ZEHIMNR T B Syzkaller LA K
Linux PS4 35410 75 T KTSAN Al KCSANML i3 s T H 4 o % T & A 52 32 48 T AR T A7 AR AR 22 (A A2
gk 5.

Lockdep mJ LAFAZE Linux PYAZ 8 2 1 48— S %, @ aak BRI P9 A% mP B0 R0 DR 28 RAS [R) 2 T PR AR EL AR K R,
HEATHESRG . Lockdep #4IE B AT LLIA 2 JLF- 100% [ 2. 4R 11, Lockdep R BEAGMZ] Linux P9 #%Ii2 1Tt fE
R IR FEAR 1m) R, TGV R HE S R (W R il 8, R 4 R A R AT AU ST Linux PIAZ SO R GE R S8 8 In] R AT
WAL, Linux A #% i E D JRAEF 22 R B T mutex_lock. spin_lock. down_write 2% I i F 20 R 4, B & %
SAER GO T RS TV R R AL, 0 btrfs SCAER S btrfs_tree_lock 5% % A T SE AT 42 R 4544
extent_buffer 4% & [F] 25 i ).

KASAN 72 Linux PJ#% 10— A AFHE AR I T E KASAN Fil FH 51 P9 AL I 52 840 1R I 16 P9 A7 48 2, T LA

© TEBREEEEIEDT  htp/ www. jos. org. cn



LA B AR A G M R AR M AT R R 2023

Rt HE AR L 4 R AR R D S N R AR AR, U0 UAF #5A1 out-of-bounds(OOB)4 i %% . KASAN 7E Linux
PR 5 T8 A, R A I B e T e T 1 B B R KAS AN I I AR 2 3 A P e R, R R R v TR
T H KASAN JCiEEAa I R W85 4k N 7 1 5 % Kmemcheck & — 5 KASAN ZBUH Linux YR N AER I T
H.Kmemcheck ] AR PIAF AT UG A . 40 e RORE BSOS A A6 I HH AR 0 4 A BAR 43 BC P9 77 LA & CURE IR P9 A7 (19 3
505 19 1) BB Kmemcheck G248 I HH A i H B 4 o) 28 R 1) 0 5 1) . T L, 3 4 T HL AR A2 AT 0o R4
FRGE N FE R ARG I T 3.

Syzkaller & Google 2 & FF & —#KH T Linux PAZEB IR 1) T & . Syzkaller il A\ — RHI R G HH
751, R B 2% QEMU M2 Linux BIPAAT RAS, X ASTH0 00 3% (1 78 2 T A0 46 R 7 DL A5, DA e AR
BRI R Syzkaller HEAT F & 4% 128 U H@  BE ML 2 GE 1 5 21 S B0, Rtk Al & Linux A% 9 K 46
R IRNE 2R LA, TR AR 2R 0 Ll e v

KTSAN Z&—# AT Linux PSS %4 kil T B KTSAN et T2 —dkfil 4@ T B Valgrind,
I Valgrind SREL A R RAT IR o K U5 A2 AT R PR AE 65 B BRI HB S8 R4 Wi T g R v B BAEESL
5% 4 KTSAN AR B Z A0 7E T8 0 250K 2 2 BT A [ 20 AL 1) 140 208 s 0 AT 6 0 #84 5 BUK & 1 iR 4k
KCSAN (1) 5 30 JUJ 44 56t T G 13 FF i A7, 9 S FH 22k T 8% SCSR AR |0 7 R AT 40080 5% G Al {2 KTSAN Al KCSAN
PRSI &5 SEBAR T A% R R B BN A PAT I AR, N A% P& B AT 1350 23 U TR vE AT AR . 5 78 KTSAN % H
% RS P AZ 0 P R R AR R

RGBT AE RANZE R0 T EAF BN ZIF RN ST iz 8 X L TR B A AR e ik
BRI I KR 2 45 ) LT EL AT XA 2R R A A R R AR, RN R TR S 2 L
B MM 5 R fe /9 B 450 R e S B 1 R G0 A% FE R R BT A A it — D3 .

3 BRIERGARFALERENIAR

T R AT 2R G AL I AR R AG I (0 AR AR 2 TN IR AR R A I T i AR L B X 1 Y A%
AR BRI RACR EARREAT T R ROR I IS T M TR B 8 A T R LA AT TN X 4
YE RGN LI R RS I 07 1, X BT VR O TE AL B IE T7 98 . AN DTk BhAS RN 7 VL AR A Bh A0
2525 (RS 7 9 G r A A 6 E D A B S AR WA RS A 56 45 S S R M O VA AR AT RS AT R
BB 4 B A I AR B & R EE . RGN SETE N T IR AR IACR BTN RORIR T Bl
FE5 5 (R 77 7, 10 Razzert V45 & 7 45 18 43 B RS TR B0 A, DA U458 1F 2 0 1) A% 10 008 5 4 S 422

| i RAMEIER DR L |

JE LS i Rl Ty ik B e U TRYS

SEREY]  BURIRRSS Moty $F AT ISR | |ShA b RHGRE Aha M R BN

iR e RN

Fig.8 Approaches for concurrency bug detection in OS kernels
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