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Abstract: Speech synthesis technology plays an important role in human computer interaction. Based on the traditional cost function
based unit selection method, this paper proposes an approach that incorporates diphone’s stable boundary model into word and syllable,
and utilizes multi-layer Viterbi algorithm for selecting the best path from the corpus to generate the final waveforms. With the proposed
multi-layer non-uniform unit selection algorithm, the new method can not only choose the longer prosody units which have correct
acoustical characteristic to reduce the concatenate points while including the potential coarticulation and bad labeled phones inside the
longer units, but also fix the traditional unit boundary type to absorb the diphone’s good stable joint character to improve the continuity
and naturalness at concatenate boundaries. The evaluation results show that by using this approach, the synthetic speech can achieve great
improvements on both naturalness and intelligibility compared with the traditional diphone-based unit selection approach.
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T AT 52 L A2 56 3 5 1) AATT IR o AR i 3 J LA SR AR )2 B AN AN 8 B B) T sird 7F iphone FHL E
HUAS 1) BRI LA ke, A28 37 3 TR 08 3 B R A 18 5 5 S e AR AR AWLAS B P A 26 S B W A A R
B B AR AT 1R R T

SR, 55 FLAE M A8 B ARE S AH LL, B AT & RO S5 78 B AR BE RV B B ARG BT e an 4] 1 — 2D 42
A B I B W — 52 T AHLAS EARES 1%k T G JsB AR () 48 i ] .

—ANFRUER TTS ALHE SCAR 43 B7 5 s A1 J i B H I 1R 32 B B v 43 DA i T X RIS T sk e 1) e e e Y
PG BT VRV P URISE T G5 o B 10 2 506 )0 UL b B & 7 AR S A5 A L o A R R RN I FH (1)
BB R AN 323X T 7 VR AN T30 S 0 0038 2 RS 10 A 26 1 SR o 1) B 18 e I b A, 25 R R B A
[ 7 2 R AR AOE 1) ¥ 2 T, AR i A T i e e BB N v B B R e N 2R R AE IR e BT A 9T
B — A A d S5 0 I D i TR S AR B T VR R AT & B (ST e FIME UG B R IR X T
5 B R TR PR v 1 SR A0 v e EAT DF 4 G B R K PR B R B T TR I B AR R AT AR B 1Y 18R B R R
FEBR S AR T AR L (R B A R AN 8] R 5078 22 R B ) R 1D 5 i, B SR Pk B Je AN R R
HE P L 2 R EOE S IE S T BRI £ 0 3 BRI TR 32 PR 5 BT T e e 20 ) T R L RS D 0t B

BB RN TAB S B H S5 5 G B SR )V BE O AT D G e, 0] 183 6 I 11 0 e B AT s PRI S . 5
Ah—Fh 2 B0 1 TT 1 A B By 2R ] R - i 7 VR A 4% 1 (hidden Markov model-gaussian mixture model, & #%
HMM-GMM®Y) i # [ T /R ] I -5 B A28 190 2% (HMM-deep  belief network, i # HMM-DBN)45 4] 2% 2% 3]
JERS RN 8RB S 34T e vh A8, AR 5 R 2 )0 AR I 22 S 800G i o X R AR VLA SR
FEG T VEAE G PR I SR AN R A O S AR R AR o b R RN B AR S A B e R A ik — 2
RIE.

TEXETPHE 9 SC TTS H, F2 Mk & J7 154 25 T4 25 [l )3 B (classification and regression tree, fij &
CART) [ ¢ S0 2 285 1 BVRI L T4 M b 5 110 32 357 5 L 32 8 ) 9 32 e DU AR % 0 S 1) o 355 R 05 RS [+ 114
I 3 5 55 3K, 40 N 2 3% 2 (half-phone) . 2 (phoneme). % T (diphone). 3% 7 (demi-syllable). =% T
(triphone)~ & 7 (syllable)® sk # 5 K [ 3 7t bk 1 2 35] (word) FE 28 S [7] K /N3 6 ff9 T 45 i o Ap 00128 2 jc os
PHEH T, diphone PR 2 F& R & (1 Hf B Re R vh (1 B SO UBRAS B T oA T2 I R H 38 44 1) 2 B Fh s & G ik
R4 Festival "™ & L diphone 1 A JLME— (K1 9F4% 0, 91 HLEUAR T L (0 280 SR AL A2 i) B 3R AT AT LA 81, bl T
diphone [f13E 70t /MR phoneme ™), 5 BURA G HIE & PPt ZGEARER T —iETHE R H),
T I 22 (0 4942 R DU 2 R Wi g 2% GV o TR RE 2 1, L 28 25 BRI 5 i o 1) T B B

A SCAEARHY R B ) B E B T M 0 B TR IOV AR B — T IR 4 )2 88— AN TE Kk i SR,
U] e U HEL A S I A R P P A B T P AR R R TT, AT il D i s g — T Tl AR e B 4 18
BUAL G EE TCIA R /- FIH T diphone R4 IFHEARE P8, DT 48 i3 5 BT 57 1008 8 M T 10 9% 8 PP ) 45
R GLIR, XM T7 1 5 4% 48 diphone HF8 5 8 77 15 AH B, H A e R B 28 IR T A SCER 1799 0 HfE Ak ok IURT L
FHE SO VEREAT IR 5 2 5 PG F IR I $2 1 1) 97 B S0 I8 BUEEVE rh I A Kk & SRS S 3 TR iR R SE
S5 R HHAT N ORI 2E 4 AT B s e,

1 HEETEN
1.1 hEAE

TEPHEA B W LR S B % H8 R I 75 1w 1R AN [ R 7 S A PEL 2, 5 BORT A7 25 B &) T 1) 5 4 v B
R0 P T A R AR BB IR X R I G L B R AR TE S B AW AR -JC 8. JCE-Ju e IR =0T
TS L R 3 5 5 2 5 B0 AR T B AS SV B AR T L TG I D) 40 BB, LR I S
O B 2R 2R T 0 R

TEEL AT (B 1R) R 5 B 5 2L R 4 o T A 0 B, 980/ Win IR) S 55 55 Wi ) DG B 02 R I VI A TR B 4 A, e 4
AN LA AR 2 201 D) 43 5 SO W [R] & & S A SR A pE ARSI R 1 R T USRS E R KT
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Table 1 General unit models!*?

®1E L oA

B RERSK B iREs
% % phone CHART bF 50 P )
W35 ¥ diphone Bell-Lab TTS, Festival 1 500~2 000 Bp IR A 59
=% 2 half-phone AT&T NextGen BF 100 Rtk s
= T triphone BT laureate T 4020 &l g 60 000 R & 59
1 syllable — L[ Py R it 10 000 AR & 59
- 9% % demi-syllable Telcordia Orator 800initial, 1 200final W [E 5 59
5.5 word AUPER I R0, R TR R 4 d% AU T R s 45U

1.2 diphoneRY /= F4H1F

AV RNV
ry /eh/ n fax/ &/ [aa/ m/

half phone

phone triphone

diphone
word i

HEuKkh BHE
Half-phone <100

Phone <50
syliable

diphone 1500-2000
Tri-phone  >60000
Syllable >10000

Fig.1 Definition of concatenative units

K1 pHEsnE X

HEr K25 TTS RG KM A T (diphone)VE & ML 7T 30X 5 A& T MG A S B 1 Al &1, 300& T
PE T AR AN R B XL LA | AN R INR S AT BE TR, B A TAEA S = ok I B, L e —
A F R IR E B R WS PR T A R H IS B A R A S B4R SR B B oS b e
F IR B R LA R I DAL T B B W IR] R 0 A8 59 19 5 3R A B A D AL
1.3 HHERETIENFETIHRIER

LA 2 BT SR B R AE DA R T A AN SO B I T O B LA A A A A SRR (1 A R TG
St B S Hp L EILARE hg AEE f h fl BRLE DARCH T (R JR A 4 T E i R A, R SR R T R b
B2 2R K 0 e, AR [0 38 (100 586 Wi T S T A [ 35 76 222 1) 1 3 9 30 2 Bl 8 b I PP AN A A TR 3 7, DU AR 9
ECR S 0K AR 4 I 4L 1Y) diphone 741

A 28 1)V ) S B AR SR P T 0 U1 3 R 0 o R S AR A A R U B (R — AN 1 3 & IO
Ji AT R NI 5V A& SLBERY) 45 A — R S0 I TR bR v 9 B 37 41 3 S I bR v, T AR
J7 (AR B I b 2R FE TG I FUE B AR IR Rl FUE BRI B V) 4,55 diphone MR E BL V)0 AN —EL,
HIE I B 52 ) 4 it 3 U IR R 00 5% 1 A Ay 7 i TS A e A SRR TS SRR N R BN 5 T
BB AN E B2, BT LA B B R BB

FEA S, 52 5 diphone FIFSE BLYI 20 Jo 5, B AT IAE B3] 35519 1 1 R o 28 0T A AL S i 1o 9 BE ) 4 T 2
TR 2 IR e BV 2 AR5 78 SERR HFEE S b 5 25 MR X B8 5L ST T 5 47 A M R4 1) diphone SKARIE T 5 25 0
Z AR e BeBh Bz X P 7 v — T R e 78 4 R K S0 5 diphone FIAN IR S 28 4 — ok AG 19 AR
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Kot STy T LT R fa i s B 55 — 5 THL 28T diphone AR GE BRBHEWG S0 /N BHEE R LI . — MR
& BT an i 2 .

i e [ e c o m
‘ (Bl ‘ [eh/ ‘ iy ‘ [ax/ ‘ /k/ ‘ [aa/ ‘ [/m/ ‘

WET-FRFH

WET—ETF5

/l_ax/ WETF-RETFI

Fig.2 Stable boundary unit segmentation
2 REBIETTYI
2 ETRERBFROFTERETIAR
21 RIMEH

AROTBREL c(ui,tgsenesttns 1, t) IR VP AT R 3L 1S )6 306 HE TG 2 15 29 5 5 SR DL R T B P 97152
W B RESRE AR UL AR RHHE A P 23, WX (1):

k !
target target Join _ join
n ij ¢ (ui’ti) n-1 zwj ¢ (ui’qu)
& _ j=1 j=1
C(ul,uz,...,un,tl,tz,...,tn)—lxz - +(1_1)><Zl— 1)

i=1 target i=1 z join
2w w;
Jj=1 Jj=1

Forpu RATE S n BREHE TC 1, 4 e HBRJETC, DL RCAR A (035 & dE AR AR AL AN PR Q2 T 5 2%
AL AU A AUV IR wy HE AN LR 48 5E . BT thAT — Lt T L8 22 2 I 2R iR T A3
TSN 12 75 I 17 A% 4 (error back propagation, fiff B BP) S0k i A, MU T 848 45 A0 DEFCACH FIHF 44X
M PR AR B AL G086 B Ry 0.5, 1F gt SR TR S SRR A, A T I/ P42 R 3L, mT DA B 8 R HF e A Ll 481
2.2 HFEIEER

X§ T diphone 76, H UL ECAR M 7€ S — ZR 91 L1 SCHYHEARFAE UL FC AR B2 2 AR R UE T ide s e 3 oo 75 & H A
FETCI R SR EREAE. A SCR A5 RS 1 L2 204,

Table 2 Prosodic features

R2 OWHAHES K

AR ik
f GRS M HT diphone 7 B4 i 1 Hh ()47 &
gy i diphone JIT 7L & 15 &5 o & &1
POS Part of Speech, Il G i 5 SCAS 1] i 11
FEiel i diphone 7 & 11 H (147
F] Y7 diphone £ HLii] H (147

EIREES IR ke in

Jo S IGh SN

INFE T T4 [F) A5 3 A A 05 A0 2 B T K 3 T

] WA 4] T 4 o3k 3 645 £ emudict K 5 1A JLIK 3T

TR 3 53 DA R 35 45 56 70, D 1 g AR IR FRATTIN Sy AN T B3] s 355 4 P 0 PR ) e AN DG RE A 20 DL, e = D
LA P38 2R AN UL PE L Bl ) 5 55t A 2 TN B s pl ™ R W, P DAAE A SCrp BT TR % B8 AN IR 2
(R HETC N #87  diphone (RIDEECARHT, S8 54 77 2 diphone (¥IVTHCAR A 2 A4 Ay A B ] w21 2 1 (1R UC AE
i

X T BEEACHY, BT A1 2 TC R T ARGE — D 1 2 4 s 10 7 2 I 2 e T 0 A RIS AR 40 v 1 R 4
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T FEE AR A TR R KB LA o

AR 7 22 I AT ISR (12 4 MFCC R B SL— B —Bir 2270« Wb B RN BE R A JL—Bir By 2290)
FLE B (FOIHE T -2 40 845 1E 2 20 b B A7 e A A HS AR B8 1 — AR 200, 1) 2Z 18] (197 (i H S AR
WHEAT T — e Ab .

I3 I R TR AR B IO . 3 AR ] 2 211 Viterbi 592 P RPIR A AU RIUEE RS AR B 23 6 B — T R IA.
2.3 FAERETIEBMEZ

AR SCAR Y B AN s Kk 5 SR SE B 2 — AN R Viterbi $8 BRI 6T — B N SO B S SCAS 7 B Bess
PE R AR 3 0 PP 7, A T A B A> 4 WA 1 A S5 4, 2 B 1) Viterbi STVARETRIE I — S e L A2 (15
TP A 4 R B AR .

TR TR AR B W 3 Fron 8] 3 ik T R F Y. diphone X 3 MR ALK KB &
LI R A2

France Telecom/f-r-ae-n-s-'t-eh-l-ax-k-aa-m/

STl 38 <kt

T-NHSS ~mkd

!
14

Fig.3 Example of multi-layer viterbi based non-uniform unit selection algorithm

3 HLT )2 Viterbi #HZR A E KIE ULk HUTE R B K

FESERR R H 0 T SCA MW7 5 R A 4 1 AR e 81, AR SR 1 AR S
D) R A R 45 23 D S R A, R I SR T AR 1.3 71 A TR AB O BRE B S AR G A LR
A4 A\ diphone {13 AT 19 A 5030 FR R B, 1 R 6 A J N T e o ik B2 0 T Bt 1 14 11 11
HITFHI.
2) T H BT AR T E RS AR IR ST DL REA M TE R R AR IE . N-best 1L BA A, ILAT,
BEE AL T I R L L TT R0 MR B IE HETT R N<M UK S35 20 O 6 A2 R T e
F 38 AL Viterbi SIEEH(M-N)AS T 5 TC P41 K X 481 BT e 1 HF 40 — A se 8 ) L2,
FCVCEE AR 40 e 1) DG C A ATy 2 0, 42 A D BB 2 56 e 7 ) JE AT o 55, % J R L B 2 B A
T6— i HI Viterbi 53235 HX s UL 41 45 DA A 32 15 1O 41
3) P T AR EE HOEE T A AR 2 R R
a) T LR R DA S R (A AR a1 A, DY O R R AIE 285 AE 1T 4f AR diphone i
P TC AR ik o Ak ok T A B3] DU R AR 224 i B3 PR A 2 RS A K LR 0 D R E D)
ST A ARG AE T T A4S N diphone BEAT RS E B 38 i 5 23 0 T AR Tk 1R ]
(1) 355 H DU e 4 Dy g 6545 1 P B0 ) e DG B A2 41 R B R
b) AT UM AR B YR 04 diphone J3 418K 5 6 FLREAT B DD AR R
¢)  XIT diphone, Xy 2 O ACSC TR AT 1 B/ 5 i TG, CANRESR 23, T LA diphone 8 3 i) 4 UL o
AR EL VBB 8 BT 706 T T8 R v AN A7 AR 1R D B8 23O diphone, USRI 2 5 AL A
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{bLH diphone 451 #4h BLJy B4 Th L2847 {1 0 4 6.3 B4, T BLRAIE T 47 diphone, W
GBI diphone R EIRF 25 BRI VE R B8 A I TTHG B — A 7T DA 45 AT A S8 2 5 5
SR EHE TTS REE.

3 KWERSHA

AR 10 000 K 9 /N I B K HUBE V) g 28 ¥ 355 12, R Fl CMUU_ARCTICH M7 50 ) SCAAE Hy
5 R BEMLIE I 10 44 JE 158 T K W 5 28 J5 il 3 73 32 W& W4T 23 (mean opinion score, {j # MOS) W
5 IRk T A e 7 5 7 BT

MOS ZER T W 5E BEHLET BLI A B 4R1E 2 . Festival & iR Gt bR VEIL JCIE B & T & DLEAS SC
AN 8 0k & D7 v B ARG AR AR5 TR TS SR UF IR AT 1~5 43 4T 43 . MOS
SR 4 R,

W 55 3000 5 ) L 0 W 5 W 5 BE BLAT L 08 2 AR5 B A AT W B 7 P 28 LS 3 AR W B R 26 (word. error
rate, fij X WER) 1P 5 fios.

5 25
4 20
3 15
2 10
1 5
0 0
BARES Festival KILITiE BERIEE Festival ALHE
B MOS B WER
Fig.4 Mean opinion score Fig.5 Word error rate
K4 P RAT 5 K5 PR S AR

DRGSR 7R AR A SO VR A R L B AR S B AT A 22 B (EUR HHN T 1R GE AL T diphone 2L 0%
R T ik, AR ST 5 RV AT SR ) AR BE R T

4 HEXRE

A SCAEAL G 5L T AT bR ) S T MU L AL B oK diphone PR ASUE Bl AL 7Y I Y 381 R ) R 5 o,
IRJAAE 3 FlEE TR (1 3 B AN E I 3 SR TR R T DU B £ 5 B3 0 7 B B A R e A4V S A
T TR 23 2 48 (K AN 52 A3 5 SR RT3 I A7 B e B A P 0 P 2 B S P () S K B e, AT k5
I D SR s R AT T BE A A b R A s D) A R 1 B B B SR 3 o A S 5 — T AR B D) oy
AL S PRI T TR FE 3 M T diphone R IRHF 3 8, AN TR 412 1 45 BSGE 57 (V0 RE SR R (1 4R 58 0P
SRR, X7 %5 4% 4 diphone HF4% 45 18T IR A BE, LA BOCRAT S35 1R T
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