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Abstract: Nowadays, workflow technology has been intensively applied in the domains of administration,
production, and scientific research. For the complexity and variability of process logic, how to build a
well-structured business process is a practical problem. Thus, process model analysis and improvement become one
of research directions in workflow technology. Firstly, according to the modified workflow process meta-model, a
P/T system based workflow model procedure net is proposed. And then, a set of simplification rules are given to
verify two structural conflicts of the process model, i.e. deadlock and lack of synchronization. Finally, following
these rules, a procedure net example transformed from a business process is simplified, and the result is obtained.
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T A7) AR SR AL Fe Bt A A2 P R AL SEATA ) AT B IR R
KEEE: BAE BN TR NPT 4%
hEESES: TP311 XERARIRED: A

ARG — A8 58 R BUE T4 B B AT B 5 2, B AR — R A0 AR AR SR L (5 BT Sre iy
TEAN R AT 5 2 [A) A% 320 B AT, BLIS 20 5E Ik 55 B bR AR BOR E SEY &5 BE ) A . (7 oy A
1 L A Bl AT 5 2 S B 45 R 1 B A I A% Lo B AR LR AR SR B AR AT HAROR 40 A7, T LU 55
TR, R I o AN BRIE R, 00 0 Rk 45 i FR AT AR AL HE A

1990 % Michael Hammer {811 Je42 H T k453 72 75 3% (business process reengineering, i #X BPR)[ i
.20 HHAL 90 4EAR LUK M 45 ek B2 P 52 1030 3 S v, D BURF A S0l Sy B B 1 i AR S 4l T BB SRR [N
BT SRR L R A7 AR I i) (T FR AR v AR RS . RN A ) T A 2 Ml 4 aa R T Y O B

H W7 7E LA AR TS 23 A1 77 00 BB SIS T — 58 (0 SR SCBR[314R T ARG ZY 23 At (R AN [R] 5 2K, FF 0
TAE AR 23 B 43 0 3 A

o HffiA (validation): 45 2 A AR 2 15 08 B 7 UM 45 5L 30 8 18 FH A8 BB AU B0 AR — Lo As 400 9]
AR GE S IE T 15 B Pl S P I 22 1) D e

o WiIF (verification): Ky A& 77 IF A Hb 22 T U AR G AT 30 T LA 2 A B B IR RN 3 T Petrd 9 1) 43 A
HoR.

o i 4> #T(performance analysis): il i A IS (8] IR 45 A 8 YRR FH 28 25 B0 ok VP Al 45 3 R v A2 7oK
(147 B g A0 AT DA R AR RURT L R Bk R A .

162 T Petri P (18 BL GG AIE J7 1111, H AT A HR T — LEAH QR HOR 28, SCIR[4]) 5 45 7 7 ZEIRAIE (1) — Lo k3 1,
1 4n, JC B4 (deadlock freeness). JG Z [Fl 2& (lack-of-synchronization freeness). &3 P (quasi-liveness) . % 1
(liveness) 13 71 (boundedness). 4R 74 (home state)Z5. He /R 7E T4 It i FE 55 10 v 22 3 HH B0 140 2 SE B RN = )
PR S P oS B BRI IG UE VA A A T TR B W v BT BB iR TR I 15 L
TR R A T 7 VA 5 Petri P9 PR AN P2 1 SCHRR AL A 2R A M R, B T-HL28 920 SCHR ST Hh 48— R 6 T
TEHA 1) B (DAG) (1) AT AL B8 1iE 7 SR, IR 40 H R T 77— 38 90 A 165 00 0 Sk TR 500 1 3o A 7R v ) 5 g o
5, ] Hsf A %o A 87 3o A 14D LE A R 2 A R B AT T RIS SCHR (6148 T — A 2 T Petri B (B/N 2R 40) 44 f 8 I 1) T2 4%
it I FRA G UE V2, FEUE B T T SRR 1) 56 £ AN 22 T00 I [ 52 2% k.

R ek ) AR S A2 5 SO B AR SO 4t T — R TP/ TR G 1) AR P B —— i 2 1988
S BT R B2 T — 4 A U0, T 6 S R AR A v [ 0B RN 2 [R5 B R R e 58 o i 4 A — kg i
TSGR i 2 ot 00 D)2 R S Ay e R 9, I FH AT 2 P A 7 R0 3 4 4 T 753 281 380 i 45 AR

ASCE 1 TR Sk AR R SOTEY A T — S O BT R WS RIS R T — ANk
G5 R I SE, T G T A R B0 AIE. 28 2 W E A A TSI RS T FE WA A Wess 28 3 4545t T AL 50 F R
AT TR RN &, JF 45 T — Ml o 4 1) S 4.

1 TEREERE

FETHT [ FH P 1R S B I P R R v, — RO M s 307 55 S50 Mk % I R R AT il o o i b 5%
BB T > Bl 55 R BT 2, RIS A AZ A 10 T B A A5 Ml 55 N 52 R S gt R M 95 5 R0 7 R IR Al K
PETF RN 53 S5 oy BN 55, D0y S G M 3k A b 55 el RE AN I 5 SR B0 17 il FE 0, b 9% S B 5 R T DA )
b 55 N BRI AE T A N 5% 3 STV A FR) b 55 3o R AR R, S 55 e R 53 A R T ) AT A, D R Sk b 55 3L
FER A T LA Z A T ARG R0 T ARG K i G R, i e b 45 1 R 1R 4 5 3.

N T S IR T A AR LU B H 25 52 b 55 32 4 MR A0 1) 873 1 (separation of concern) J I, AT TS
AR A BRI B R E 1R AR i R S SOTT R AR T E S ) SO A R JEIE R L A SC A A E T 2R
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(AND,OR,XOR)fJ B I T 2l s S I R, 5T T — Rl (¥ JC AL 70 35 32 F2 4 (connector) 48 I A7 42 45 5L 15 ]
M ) 1 B T 3 37 R 5 ) b 2 8 43 AR A B 5 W) JR) A A TSE B T R R R0 TE R I AT XA N I )
SE SCHAE TR s i ) [0) 454 2 28 LA S 29 R A (A48 03 A BE N 4 oy 8 5 R e F) e A 28 2 L SCRR[ 7).
AT EE A TAE UL RE e R B T 3 70 R BIE B MRS s s R LB s 8. T fe . Bak
FERIR ERAAFRIELE AT &0 HeB A X u R AR BT R R LR 1.
Table 1 Elements of workflow process meta-model and their graphical representation

F 1 TARRE RO TR LB R R

Begin End Generic “AND” “XOR” “OR” .. L.
2. L .. Condition Transition
activity activity activity connector connector connector

o | o | L e ’

A AR O A R .

T B)) (activity): F5 Mk 45 1ok B8 H (1) — AN 5 2D BREGAT 25 LA KA SG IR il 32 22 m] BL4y 24

o JFURTE B (begin activity): W44 BN MV 25 FE B 1 ANIE B, AVER B AA0lk 25 31715

o 4G Bl (end activity): 2 4505 51,76 WIAH Wb 25 3 2 1) 26 4 AN o Aok 45 BR 1

o X H %3 (interactive activity):—J8 75 2 S bR A 4 2 5 BTG ), 00 BLHT & SEFr ¥ Y H 12 4.

o H3)iE3) (automatic activity): S B LAE 5 1% 5 3 H 56 BURE 3,50 BT 5 & [N H 12 4.

BAEAZ B G B AT B 338 3 GeFR A % 10 9 3l (generic activity).

1T (connector): i 8 [H] ¥ ) ¢ R R IR FF . H T A BICE Goin) s 4 3 (split) &5 M X FE R S etk DL K
T B AR 20 R (OR,AND,XOR).

Z% A (condition): Mk 45 3 FEHEIE 17 5 WTARCHR %o I T 3w 1 sl 28 0 00 AR 4 4 1 s .

%% (transition): WG 3l ERAT AT FE[A] OC R A H IR 4 1018 1 IR AR I B b, Ly 1 R )

MR DL AR C R, R T4 — Ak 45 1 SE A9 Can T LT ), L J THD (R AR R B IE . i S 9 2 R
B UE, F LS T AH UG Bl 7 3.

Fig.1
K1 b gg i sl

2 TEFREFERE 5T 72 W (8] AYBR 5

A business process example

W TAE AR T AT TE XA R0 2 A o T A it R A8 70 DL Ak A7 48 250 565 91 07 2L (1% 20 o B ity o )
i TAE T BIHEAT Petri 9 2 /% R ) 2D B B PIA 3L T PIT RGUHEH T — R TARGUBR A AR s 5 i,
FR A3 FE W (procedure net). T~ [HI A 22 45 H i 72 M9 11 52 SL.

EX 1 BHEVtelTtRIAC=1AVpeP pl=lv]p  |E1 AF N EF Y=, — MG BES N Petri M
N=(P,T,F){H R A HE AL 9.

Hp 5 TpeP, & 'p|>0A| p° >0 UpEFR A — DNESFT A "p>1v ] p° > 1, W S5 55 p 4% FRAE B (fan). &5
| p° > 1, Wpit—N B B 2@) i m) 4 *p > 1, pie — A A G E2(b) Fim).

EX 2. XTI A ERR peP LLATH teT:

P.HeF=>W(p.n)<| * p|n(t.p)eF=>W(tp)<p * |,
WA BATIBCR Ee W F— (1,2, IV AIE R MIN=(P, T;F) R 8 T AN RE W 3=(P, T;F, W).
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b EENG
n n . : ; :J " @
P )2
(a) (b)
Fig.2 Net structure as connector
B2 AR AT W S5 4
A PSRRI I P BT iR o, 178 P i I (1 e — RS 40 2 BT B =3 A X R DLAT AN L — AN 2R i oy,..., 00,
Hlo, « =@,...,0, * =2.
P ERSF peP,in(p) =Y W(t, p) I Hout(p) = D W(p.t) # in(p)=out(p),l] P Jj&—4 AND_JEHTFak

AND_JEJT 2 in(p)#out(p),l] P & —A> OR_IEZFFE OR_JF T,
TL R 194 A B AR 0 b 55 3o AR P R Bl A AN 2 I AL R N B BT R DA 22— A A A R DT A
B oL PR ) ) (R L 1
Rl (p&—EETT)
| * p>1=>W(t,p)=1 for te * pAl<W(p,7)<| * p| if {Z}=p
p s P1=>W(p,t)=1 fortep « AISW(z,p)<|p * |if {r}="p
RAEE X 2 —AEES AR T4, ddr 1 v] LU 245 W (p,0) B W (2,p) 2 M — 1T 8 28 e e B AL
(LA EALEGS T 5 RS9 T 50 f e R R 1) 5 SC, T R i 9 B s 2 T I R SCRA s 30).
oMb 55 ok FRASE RS EAT 23 BT, 1 5 B 2 40 0 e e Sy ok R 0 ) 3 2 T 2l 25 e R B RY 5 el R o T ) I i 2 2
B TR AE % B R G5 A FR IR SRS I L AU G 5 WA S A AR X AEL A T 45 05 ) W S5 Ay A2 46 2 T, U8 4 SR ) 53 A
2 b T AU b 55 3o T ARE AR e ) T 5 T W Sk 3ok R I v e SCA X 5 AR IR T IS B AR R S A I S R )
wr:
o WK 2 FUEIEATI n=m=1, ML 7R K FR;
o IR m=n H mn>1,MFRE(AND)KR;
o W m#n, MR IR“H(OR)KRK;
o W n=1,H m>1,WF/R“RI(XOR)KF.

3 N RERH

MR ERF gk 5 T A TRT Jr 2 IR AR B 56Ty 2 AR AN W b g T AR R R T A R e S AR g R 8
L) PRSI e A ] o 3o R (1 05 S 5 SR MR Bk 118 VT (491 s — A o ). — e A 8 A 5 () AR i a AR A
U] e b 58 4 Ah 17

TAE SRR B R A — R A G Y UGS I 2 SR T | 0 A I A, A e R S ST
V2R G 1 T 2 1 B V2R ) P 45 4 “AND-join” 8% N H TV 2R “AND-split” #% 12, “OR-join™ &5 #4 # 2 H T-1L 28
“OR-split” L FEIE A2 A1 X 1% 5N, SCHR (4,517 #045 HY 1 sk FRABE 280 m (1 7 b 5 ) yrp 5 1D

o St (deadlock): | —~“AND-join” 5 % $ B 424 3 BUVE B P 58 7 “AND-join” &5 84 4b (1) JE A BH 1L T T
PR A E, R R “AND-=join” ¥ — A~ B2 A 8 9K K 56 48 -8B w2

e Z [P (lack of synchronization): | —>“OR-join”i[ & — A “AND-split” 4 ‘T ZA 7] 2P 7E“OR-join” 4t 1]
AN H R BUS 4675 s AR THRI S 2 K.

AR TR o A ) 4 R e 5 ) R L R T I AR R AT SRR I T 7 AR TR T AR I R AR
1) 385 AF AR 4R A 17 000 1) 19X 5 64, P AAE B AT 14900 3 S U SR L 13 50 43 S Y 2R 2 ) N 22 T 43 S 2R ).
THI 30 23 T A 48 5 SR .

(1) I S0 00 T ) 25 ) 1) S [ s #8286 3R, DX A T, e P AN 3T R 07 3 DA R 5 A 1% 28
0] E A5 KU 1~HR ) 3.
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U 1. WS — AT ¢ AT ME—ERT p, B« t={p\}, G BB A ME— T po, BN ¢, » ={p,}; BT p,
IR 4 N G AT ME—AIT 1, ) « p=@apy « ={t1}; HEEFT p, WITTHE N ME—AIE ¢, HJ5 8 h =,
B o po={ti}Aps * =@; H. W(p1,t)=W(t1,p2)=1,08 4, 0] AT ¢ (hfiids,p, A1 py MIGLA 4 — A0S KB ERT ps,
W 3 s,

O—={1>0 —» O

Fig.3 Reduction rule 1
K3 AL
B 2. WER—AEERT py MATERFI G S ME—RIT 1,6,00 « pi={ti}Aps * ={t2}, H W(t,,p)=W(p1,to)=n,t, 1]
B NBUE N 1,0 8% HEAUE A m B2 0T LAE PR py AT 00 R0 o MR & A — ANBTRIT f,6 K ABUE N 1,6
i BUE D m, 1B 4 TR,

Fig.4 Reduction rule 2
K4 Ak 2
FRI 3. W ANET 4 METERUG &M PRI pLps il « 6={pi}at » ={p2}, H. W(p1,t)=W(t1,p2)=n.p;
AR ANABUE R 1p, % BAE A m, B4, 0] AEARIT ¢ A fai B, py F1 py WIRRE R —ANBT T paups (R AAAE R
L AU m i 5 R,

1 1 m
OSSO ) S0
Pi 141 P2 p3

Fig.5 Reduction rule 3
KIS AufaiRiu3
(2) 1T BRSS9 5 440 PR AR R — AN BRT B IR — 00 20 SR e NIL R AR A AU 4.
U 4. py JE—AS AND_FEFT,py * ={ti,to}A * po={ti,ta)EBT pi RUTARBUE N LEERT p, BT BUE A m, 2L
W(p1.t)=mAW(pr,t)=moAW(t,p)=mi AW (ty,pr)=ma, I At K1 6 WG 2 A8 AZTE 63, B W(p1.6)=li=ni+maW(ts,
pa)=l=my+my,py R AAEATTA Lp, % HBUE AT m, & 6 Fri7s.

14l
n m
m; I::> [;( >ll; lz;( ) m;
t
P n my; P2 )4 3 P2
)

Fig.6 Reduction rule 4
Ko ALk U4
(3) Z H I SR JC 4 S5 (ks RO AR L —A> 2 570 SCORME BT T A AL 45 LU S~ HE ) 7.
FE 5. py /22— OR_FEFTpy * ={tistase. i} A * po={titay oty PEIT py IS LEEFT py WO AU
K om 25 l=m 2 T UAEASIE 1,0, .t BT PE BT poopo Bl — AN T p, 2L A i AL 20004 1 AT m,
e 7 R
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[=m
O T 30 0y 0

Fig.7 Reduction rule 5
K7 Aefai s
W 6. pysE—A OR_FEFT,py » ={titaysti} A * o= {tita . otid EFT py BIEIAAUE N 137 1=1,38 4, 7T A3
AL 1,0, oty VA SRS po AT AT ZEIT py » =, W01 &) 8 TR,

% —0
P P2 P

Fig.8 Reduction rule 6
K8 L6
B 7. po /22— OR_FETT,po * ={t1,t0,--oti}, Bttty WEER D HEME—FETT p1,pos.. DM D1D2,- Dk
(5 SR80 2 T po BVIAAUE A LA 1=1, 84, 8] B AT 11,0,...,t AT py.pa,...py AT 0 484572 i

pi + =211 9 .
4| P 1
l
O A | =0

Fig.9 Reduction rule 7
B9 L7

0, T DA B0 A 4598 2 SRAE T 1] 3~ 9 B aas R A ] R D AR, — AN el R 199 T DA Al 15 A W — 2 B, JUJA
A E AL SRR Z [R5 P b 45 1 b 5

N T RRATT S A SCHR ) AR RS A R T R AN AR A S BEAT A TR SR, I AR OB 1 e
HH AR 55 o REAE Db 8 R 50 1) 2481 R J5 3 T 55 2 71 R RSE 2R Rl Sy R DA, 08 2 e 48 g o R 1Y ) O 5, 7 A i R
W) AT A TR B8 IE.

Bl 10 2 — AN T S5 b R I AR W, R py st — A OR T, A WUy AR - H ) 4 1 11
T w(ty,p)=3 LIS 10 AIF LR py o2 > AND_JFEPT. B 12 45 i 78I 11 AR N Risr e pr ikl 7,
DR, P 11 B o e R P AN 5 S i e 5

Fig.10 Not well structured
K10 g

Fig.11 Well structured
K11 AEEifmR
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Step 1: Rule 4,7; Rule 2,7, U

Step 2: Rule 2,73 U

Step 3: Rule 4,74 U
Do t D1 7 Pa t Ps
Step 4: Rule 2,75 U
Po 14} )4 75 Ps
Step 5: Rule 2,76 U
Po T ps
Step 6: Rule 1 U

Fig.12 A proof of Fig.11
F12 0 Xt EaE

4 & iE

ASCRI T T 5 2 56 T P 17 75 95, 28 T Sl o 48 A (10 P R M D), e 4 b — A6 254 Ak ] 360 A () S5 481
5 E/N RGEALL,P/T Z G0 B A 149719 5 76 3% B AT UBEAEL R4 9 2 28 48 D08 T 35t 3008 15 T3 501 A 3 20
TR I R A A AR TR A0 A B8 0E 7 9k ok 5, T A R A S v T AR SR A R DU A R B 2 M T T B
SR AR AU L R, BT AR ) RN 4 56 46 1k Rk AT — 20 S0 FURI R e S ) 2 —

References:

[1]  Fan YS. Foundation of Workflow Management Technique. Beijing: Tsinghua University Press, Berlin: Springer-Verlag, 2001 (in
Chinese).

[2] Wang TM, Hu YG. BPR and Information Integration Based on Value Chain. Beijing: Tsinghua University Press, 2001 (in Chinese).

[3]  van der Aalst WMP. The application of Petri nets to workflow management. Journal of Circuits, Systems and Computers, 1998,8(1):
21~66.

[4] Girault C, Valk R. Petri nets for System Engineering—A Guide To Modeling, Verification, and Application. Berlin:
Springer-Verlag, 2003.

[5]  Orlowska ME. Analyzing process models using graph reduction techniques. Information Systems, 2000,25(2):117~134.

S https// www. jos. org. cn




1430 Journal of Software #AFF Ik 2004,15(10)

[6] LiJQ, Fan Y. Workflow model verification based on Petri net reduction method. Information and Control, 2001,30(6):492~497 (in
Chinese with English abstract).

[71 Zhao W, Hu WH, Zhang SK, Wang LF. Study and application of workflow meta-model. Journal of Software, 2003,14(6):
1052~1059 (in Chinese with English abstract). http://www.jos.org.cn/1000-9825/14/1052.htm

[8]  van der Aalst WMP, der Hofstede AHM, Kiepuszewski B, Barros AP. Workflow patterns. BETA Working Paper Series, WP 47,
Eindhoven University of Technology, 2000.

[91  Yuan CY. Principle of Petri Nets. Beijing: Publishing House of Electronics Industry, 1998 (in Chinese).

M o 325 % 3Lk

(1] YR AR 0 5 B AR TRl A 37 K 2 R A PR G 7 PG 4 2 4,200

[2]  F EH T, ARG 6T O (T 1 Al o R 1 5 1 B 1. AL e A K 2 HH R AL, 2001

[6]  ZEgtaf o ELIET Petri WA 7k 10 TAE SRR R L0AE A5 8 5 451,2001,30(6):492~497.

[7] A SC, M SR SR A IR, AR . AR R O AR I I RE AT AR 2 R,2003,14(6):1052~1059. http:/www.jos.org.cn/1000-9825/
14/1052.htm

[9]  FE5:3L Petri B st B AL 5 o 1 Tolk HE iR A, 1998

FIFOEI SO FD ED T ED T FO EIFOE DT ED T SO EIFO ! DED 5O I 50T FO T 5O T 50 T 50 T ST DT O T 50 B F0ED F T O 50 T S0 I ST ED T O T 0 I F0 I SO EDTI EO T SO EI SO DT EDTI KD

WEEE

CRRAF 2R BRI LR, SR B 3 S22 AR SIS 52 W 33/ 2 et R A 11, G AN A A R 3R i 3 S i L 40
NACRIGREF T 500 (K 22 AR KY AR AT SR 1 DAL ANFF 45 AT ) LR R REE L o A o 14 By ) KA 4k
HBFEARATT (0 PIE 75 9F S8 R e A ) R I A7 28— S R T R 2 0 B (K [ B, T A A R IR T DL
G, ARR AR 1 A 3R

1 U5 A AT T A, RIS, A B9 2% A0 A A R ] P T 4 R I i JR A5 0L, AN 5 1A AS L A
IR SCHR A B R SR 4551 A 1B A2 58 42 A8 2 2% SR,

2. T —ANERAE ARG VR % R G AN 7 L R AR AR AECR AT AR E R AR R N
AR AR G LU, BEAT IR % R A BRI )Ll B N Sk, D A4 S k. — R U, BOR _EBAT 618 (1 Bk Ak
RGIEBAT KRNI

3. R ANH S A i S B (R R R K2 B Y EEBAT 10 JE At ik 4 (1) o P B2 2 ), e e
17 1 SEB6 B R EAT 8 B o LA A .

4. B AR IYBAE ZR S8R0 S A T AR AEARRELRES 10 L3 W A (R AT 2 08 23 1) S B AR AR B 1% e AR B S
. AT SEatm.

5. AN B R BRAETT AR, B AN BT B 7 i K 45 CIEAR 8 AT B AR AR 2 512 1, B0 7] 7
i), BL AR AR A TR AR TUAS B B RS SO AN SRR R SR 51 i R

6. B2 G AT T 5 AT 7 M ) B8 ol A A 32 32 101, B 5 /> A H i AN T Ip B AF e, U R 2
ARSCEE (BRI R S WA BE V8 BB A A T 5 A A 38K R LA £ 58— sk ) 0 S

7. I GAE O AE AT S A Y T S U A (EL o P R 5 K A A AN AL T8, K 3
B S A Lo b AT P B AR 13X RS B R S A kT ).

8. JLE AR CAE A IE sCAARTIY) b s A 1 5 iR b ok R 1 S5, — e 22 B S0 0B A s R
VEA UG S 44 FBL I S

AN WA [ A SRS O CRRPE AR BER BRSO 1 RS2 I AR e 3 DA b 4% st 4
A JF HXIA) AR 2 AN 2068 A1 K 48 A 7 1L JEHOZ X8 SO0 R 2 2 3 I PP il
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